
Fscapees in paradise:
lite rarr life in San Francisco
by Stephen Schwnrtz

Tl ' , .  San Franc isco Bav Arca has lons en
jo i 'e  d  a  rcpurar ion f r l r  e  xpcr inrcnta l  hrchav ior
or . r  t i ' rc  pan of  i rs  inre  I le  crua ls-a  confus ion
of  an and l i f i ' ,  i f  i 'ou  u ' i11.  But  un l ike Par is .
Be r l i n .  and  Lcn ing rad  i n  t hc  Tn ' cn r i cs .  o r
Ne r i ' \ ' o r k  i n  r he  Fo r t i c s .  San  F ranc i sco  has
brccn ntuch le  ss  a  labroraron.  o f  thc  ar .anr .
garde than a chee r inq se cr ion.  No s ign i f icanr
inrc l lcc t t ra l  nrovcnrcr l r  has begurr  hcrc :  thc
"Bca r "  cxc i r cmcn r  o i  r hc  F i t i i es  p roved  i n
iargc pan harren.  h . rv ine producer l  u ' r i te rs
u ' ho  n ' c r c .  i n  t hc  cnd .  und i s t i ngu i shcd  u .he  n
no t  dou 'n r i gh t  b ' ana l .  Eve  n  rhc  s ta r s  o f  r hc
Bca ts - Jack  Ke rouac  and  A l l en  G inshe rg -
can n( ) \ \ '  bc  seen to  havc ou 'ed most  o f  thc i r
output  to  thc  Ncu 'York  env i ronnrcnt  f rom
u'h ich thn '  sprane.  The sad t ru th  secms r ( )
bre that  thc  on l i '  ach ieveme nr  r ( )  he prope r lv
c la imcd h l  a  r rad i r ion o f  "San Franc isco
u ' r i tc rs" -as opp()se d to  u ' r i tc rs  s 'ho happcn
to  i i v c  i n  San  F ranc i sco - i s  t hc  os t cn ta t r ( ) us
e  rh i b i t i on  o f  neu  c l i ch i ' s .

I  l o r c  San  F ranc i sco .  I t  has  bee  n  mv  hon re
f i r r  nca r l r  a l l  m r  l i t i ' .  Bu r  r r  mus r  bc  sa id  t ha t
San  F ranc i sco  has  nevc r  been  n tuch  n lo r c
than  a  back r i  a r c r  i n t c l l c c rua l l r ' .  I dcas  o r
f i sh ions  a r r i v c  l a r c .  bcd ragg l cd .  en rac ia r cd .
s t r - rn tcd.  Thcr  arc  rhe n r ransfbrnred inro  rhc
cvnosLrrcs  o t -  c r t rhus iasts .  u 'ho f lour ish rhc
faded and rar tcrcd banne rs  o f  d is tanr  rcvo-
l u r i ons  u . i t h  an  c \ t r cn rc  a r rd  ug l v  f en .o r .
Neve r  \ \ 'e  re  thc  Surrca l is rs  o f  l ta r is  so f 'a
n a r i c a l .  i n r o l c r a n r .  a n d  v i o l c n t  a s  r h e  i r  S a n
Franc i sco  i n r i t a to r s  a  ha l l -  c cn run '  l a t c r l
ncve r  r r 'c rc  rhc I la r r is r  in re  l lcc tua ls  o f  Be r

l in .  or  cvcn of  . \ loscou.  nr ( ) rc  b iqotcd.  ngr . . l .
and  | esu i t i ca l .

t r l anv  San  F ranc i sco  i n te l i c c tua l s  a r c  n ( ) t
ac tua l l r  i n t c l l c c tua l s  a r  a l l .  bu r  e  scapccs  t r t -
onc  so r t  o r  ano the  r .  No r  t i om j a i l  o r  me  n re i
t r ca tme  n t .  bu r  f i on t  r hc  ha rsh  r ca l i r r cs  o f -
l i t i 'on  thc  Easr  Coasr- f ionr  n tarnage .  dc 'nrs .
sno\ \ ' .  o r  t i re  shantc  o i  f i i lu rc  in  thc  \c r i
Y r l r k  l i t e  r an  u ' o r i d .  I n  San  F ranc rsco .  t he  r c
i s  r t c i  f  a i l u re  :  a l l  i s  pe  rm i t r cd .  i i  no r  e  nc ( ) r l r .
aged.  \ \ 'hen a c( )nvcrsan()n  conrcs to  1 |1 .
quesr i i ' rn  " \ \ -har  do vou do i "  and vo l r  . rn
s \ \ ' c r  " ]  an t  a  u  r i t c r . "  t hc re  i s  no  pn ) [ r ( 55
to  t hc  l oe i ca l  nc \ r  s t cp :  " \ \ - ha r  ha rc  rou
p u b t l i s h e  d  i "  I r  l s  a s  i f  r h c  r n r c r l o c u r o r
k n o u  s  r o o  u ' c l l  t h c  d a n g c r s  o i t h a r  p a r t i c r . r
l a r  su ' an tp .  A  s i n r i l a r  s i l cncc  no rn t . r l l r  su  r
r ounds  t he  sub i cc t  c l f  u ' ha t  onc  r cads .  I l os r
o f  t h c  l o c a l  i n h a b i r a n t s  r c . i d  l i r r l c  ( ) r

no th i r r g  o i  s i  gn ihcJncc .

The  r c  i s .  t hcn .  no  a r  an t  ge rdc  rn  S ;n
F ra r t c i sco  uonh r  o f  r hc  t i t l c .  I s  r hc rc  c r cn
somc th rng  t ha r  cen  b ' c  ca l l c . . l  an  rn te l l r scn
t s i a f  \ \ ' c  have  a  t i r cd  c l i quc  o f -o l d  Bc l t s . r n . i
t h c i r  s q t r . r l i d  g r o u p i c s .  p i c k i n u  o r  c r  r h e  r r
ou ' r r  dc t r i t us .  An ro r rq  rhc  \ ' ( ) ung .  t hc r c  l r c
cu l t s :  t hc  f i r l l ou  c r s  o t '  nc ( )  S r r r r c . r l i sn r  Jn r ' l
" l a t : guauc  poc tn .  i n r l  v Jn ( )L r s  k i r r . l s  o t '
n ros t l v  unsc r i ous  I l . r r r r s t s .  I r r e j cc . j .  I  k i r r . j  o t '
l c f t i s t  n r i a s n r a  c ( ) \ c r s  t h c  r n t r r c  l i t c r l n  t c r
ra i n :  i t  secn rs  ro  h r c  t akcn  f i r r  g r l n t c . i  r h r t  t , ,
b t c  r n ro l r cc l  u ' i t h  l c r r c r s  i s  r o  hc  on  rhc  i - c t t
O f -  cou rsc .  t hc r c  a r c  t hc  p rophc rs  o t 'B l . r ck
ncss .  H ts l ' r s111g1 tcs \ .  \ \ ' on t J l l t c ss .  a t t e l  l t o r t t o
s c x u a l n c s s .  h r r t  n ( ) n c  o f ' t h c n i  n r . r k c s  . r



F-s..r1.cc. ut [r .rr. ]r i l \c ln Sttpi. . ln St ' l twnt ' t : '

5cn()us . i t tc t ' l lp t  t ( )  . rssoc i ; t tc  h in lsc l i  $  i t l ' r

s ( ) r ' l l c r i t i l ' tg  in tn t rs ic l lh '  I lc \ \ ' .  Thc l i tc ran '

prodr- ic rs  o t '  s t tch n l ( ) \ 'en lc l l rs  Jre  m()s t lv

cotn l - r1 ;scc l  o f  cncn. r t i l rq  rc l tc t i t io t t :  t l f  s t re  e t '

t . r lk  rc r l i r t iscc t rccs.  I - l r i r r  At t rc r ic . r t r  h is r t l r i

c . r l  rc r  is io t t ts t r t .  c \1 ' r rc5t i , ) t rs  t l t -  c l t lv i t tg  n lJ l l -

h . r r rcd.  ( ) r  n tc l t ' l ( ) r ics  o t 'h . r th  l t t lusc sc \ -Js

i t '  c . rch rccoLl t t t i l tg  rcdcemcd.  r : i thcr  thJ l ' l

c r l [ ' th , is izcd.  thc  t r i t l l r tv  o i  thc  n lJ t tc rs

.rcldrc sscei.

Thc  Bc . r r s  dcscn ' c  l l ( ) t h i l l g  o thc r  r ha t r

t  u r i . r l .  u ' i t h  a  n r i t r i n l un r  o i  p ' ub l i c  g r i c t '

The i r  " ag ing  c . rud i l l o " -as  o l l c  uscd  t ( )

hc. r r  Gcncr . r l  Frat rc<-r  dcscr ibcd- is  L . ru '

rcnce Fcr l inghcr t i .  n 'hosc 1 ' rub l ish ing ht iusc.

C - i n  L i gh rs .  h . r s  sccn l cd  t o  e  s t r t " ' l i r h  l s  i t s

s t lnd. r rd :  " \ \ ' i rcn \ 'ou cJn l ' lo t .  a t tc r  much

c t l i r r t .  f i nd  son tc th i r r g  had  ro  pub l i sh .  t hcn

\ ' ( ) u  m igh t  as  u ' c l l  pub ' l i sh  s ( )mc th inq

good . "  Fcu '  peop l c  cve r  r t l ok  Fc r l i r l s l t c r t r

sc r i ous l v  as  J  i r ( ) c t  t l r  t r r ns l . r t t l r .  H i s  h t l r t

z ( )ns  JS  a  p ( ) c t  endc t i  r i i t h  h i s  r ccvc l i l l q  t he

jus t r f i ab l v  t i l r go t t c l l  \  c r se  t i r r t t i s  t l t '  Kcn

l r c rh  FcJ r i ng :  , l s  e  t r r ns la to r .  hc  h . r s  n r . r t r

a g e  d  r o  b r i n g  t l u t  o n l v  E r l q l i s h  r c r s i t r l ' l :  o t '

J . r cq r , r cs  P rcvc r t .  t hc  c r ' su r re . r l i s t  r u r t l cd

n igh t c l uF  b i sh  c l o r r  n  B )  h i s  on  n  rdn l i s s i o r l

Fc r l i nshe t t i  r c t used  t o  pub r l i sh  son re  c r t ) t l c

s ' o r k s  o f  G u i i l r u m e  A p t l l l i n a i r c  b c c a u s c  h c

t ca rcd  t hc  ccnso r i t ' r us  r cac t i on  o f  t i ' r l i n i s r s .

u ' ho  m igh t  < tb i cc t  t o  Apo l l i n l i r c ' s  humor

t l us l v  c rp l i c i t  t t s c  t i f  an . r t t lm i ca l  l anguegc :

. r nd  hc  has  t u rncd  . l , l u  n  p ro ie  c t s  t ( )  t r a l l s '

l l t c  o t h c r  i m p o r t a n r  t i r r c i s n  u ' r i r c r s  t f i r r

e  r , implc .  R^rvmond Rr lusse l '  Andrc  Brc t t l t ' i .

I u l i c r r  G racq .  and  Laccna i r c  )  hcc . r r - t sc  rhn '

; l r c  no t  i c t  su thc t c t l t l v  kn t l u ' n  i n  t hc  Un i t cd

Sra te  s .

L ikc  Pr t ' rcn.  Fe r l inghcrr i  a ln l 's  prc t i ' r rcd

c lon 'n i t r g  t o  u r i r i l i g .  Tvp i ce l l t ' .  hc  uo t r  h i s

c l r l i c s t  d i s r i l t e t r t l n  Js  J  p r . r c t i t i t ) l l c r  ( ) t  " l J l z

poctn ' "  ar  rcad inq scss io t ' ls  in  S. r r l  Frat lc tsc i l

d t rcs .  But  c I t tu ' t r inq t l f fc r lds  nobt ldv  and

i t r r  t t l ve  s  no  r i s ks t  i t  i s  t hc  San  F ranc i sc< l

l i tc run '  mt lde par  crcc l lc l lcc .  Todev t rer r lv

l l l  t hc  p ( ) c tn  r cad i r r gs  i r l  r he  c i r r  . r r e  don r t

na t cd  b r i '  d i sp lavs  o t ' r hc t< l r i c  i n f l uc r r ccd  f a r

l css  b r v  an r  o f  r he  re  c< lgn i zcd  p ( ) c t s  i n  t hc

F.ng l ish languagc than bv l -er lnv  Bmcc . rnd

Ilobr l)r ' lan.

Thc Ncrr  ( -n tcr ion Dtccnbt r  tqEs

Fc r l i r t ghc r t i  hove rs  ( ) \ . e r  t l ' l c  c i r r ' ' s  l i t e ran

. r t ta i rs  l ikc  a  ghost -Scroogc ' :  ra thcr  than

I l l r l c r ' ' s .  Thc  mr l t  \ c cn1s  t o  l t a re  c rhaus t cd

Jnv  c l p r c i r r  hc  m ish r  ha rc  o t t cc  had  f i r r

ge t re  r t ts in '  ( ) r  mJgt lJ t l l l l l l t \  to t t  l rd  \  ( ) t l l lge r

u r i t e  r s .  Hc  no r i '  dcd i c r t e  s  h i n r se  l i  t o  t hc

dct i ' r rsc  t l f  S ta l i r l i s t  cet rsorsh ip  in  \ ic ' r r rsL l ' l '

L l s l nq  e rgun l cn t s  t hJ t  ca t l  on lV  bc  dcsqnhcd

as i t rget tuctus.  I t rge l lL l ( )us  is .  i l rdced.  thc  e ic

scr ip , t t t ln  rpp l icd to  h i r r t  br  thc  Nie l r rgu ' i r r

p( )e t  Pablo  A 'nrot r io  Cuadra.  a t t t l  suppt r r tcd

bv thc t r le r ican s ' r i rc r  Octav io  Paz '  t l t rcc

Fe r i inghct t i ' s  n tc t ' t to r  and t r icnd.  l )oe s  Fe r

l inghet r i  cJrc  thJ t  h is  cur re  I l t  s rJncc o l ' l  ccn '

sr l rsh ip  c l ls i re  s  so s tarkh r i  i rh  hrs  I iL tcr t ' rnar r

r r r r ics  in  the l . r tc  F i f t ie  s .  dr . r r i r rs  the < lbscct l

i t v  t r a i l  o iA i l cn  G i r r sbc rg ' s  Hon ' l i  He  sccms

no t  t o .  No r  doe  s  a r t vh t l dv  c l se  .  hc r c  l l l

parad isc .

Thc c<tnf i t rmis t  lc t t isnr  rhat  n lakes r l - rc

p ro -ccns ( ) r sh ip  dcc lam. r t i t l t t s  o f  Fc r l r r r ghc t r r

acccpr l l f r lc  has sct  J  pecul iar  to t tc  t i r r  thc

c i t r ' ' s  l i rc ren l i t i ' .  I I r  n l rnv  P()crn  [ ' tookstorcs

an\ 'onc i iho is  n( ) t  a  dcr t l tcc  o i  Lcr l i r r  t i 'e  ls

uncJS \ ' .  I t  i s  n l t l r c  r ha t r  r  mJ t t e  r  o i  t i - r c  l h

su r . j l v  l im i t cd  t p t t l i t r c . r l l \  " co r rec t "  r  sc l cc

r i on  o ibooks .  Thc rc  i s  a l n l t l s t  a r t  e i r  o t - p [1 ' 1

i c . r l  i n r i n t i . l a t i on .  ( ) nc  qu l i l s  a t  t hc  rhouq l t t

oin'hat might he1't ;- ' 'g11 sl ' ror-r lci  () l le cl l tcr ()nc

o t  t hcsc  p l . r ccs  and  . r sk  t i r r  . r  t i t l c  b r  \ \ ' r l l r a rn

F.  Buck lcr ' .  I t l  a  scnsc thcr  are n( ) t  s ( )  nr l rch

ho<lkstores es s l ' r r i t rcs  g t rarded bt t  in t t i r rc : '

i n  San  F ranc i sco .  c t t l t t sh t l c ss  ' r t t d  \ cc t J r

l an l s rn  a r c  t hc  o rdc r  t l t ' r he  d ' r r '  Thc  n los t

p r cva l c t r r  o f  t he  l i t c ran  cu l t s  i s  t l ' r ' r t  o t ' t hc
l 'n r r ' r tc . i , r r , t  t i l rc igr rcr . "  t ts r - r ' r lh '  I  lc f i i s t

c r ro l l cd  t s  r he  g rcJ t cs t  \ \  r l t c r  t l i  ' r l l  t i n l c '

There is  . r  c r . r l t  o f  the Chi lcar r  pocr  P lb ' l t r

Ne ruc i . r .  t i r r  c r . rnrp le  .  thc  PUt- \ 'c r  or  o t ' i l l i r r r

i tab, lc  n ' r . rs  k ishr re  ss  n 'ho r r  as  inc idct t t ' r l l r  l t r

Jgc l t t  o t ' t hc  So r i c t  scc rc t  po l i c c :  l t i c r  r ( ) l l l '

nr i t trrrg .r t tuntbcr oi cnnrcs dtrr ir lg the Sp;r11

i s h  ( . i r i l \ \ ' . r r .  h c  n e t r t  t o  \ I e  r i c t l  t o  s c n c  t t l

r he  consp l r Jcv  t ( )  n ru rde  r  T ro t sk r .  t i l r  u  l - r r ch

hc  n  l s  c rpg l l t ' d  t r o t t t  t hc  ( . h i l c l r t  d i p l on t ' i r r c

scn  i cc .  Ncce l l e  ss  t ( )  s . 1 \ ' .  Nc r l t . l l ' s  q r l l ' l q ( )

. rco l r tcs  Jre  lJ rgc l r  i t l r tocct ' t t  o i  enr  rcr l

k r ron le r i cc  o t '  t hc  Sp . rn i s i r  l l nu r : l gc ' 'S i n r

i l a r l r .  t i t c  n re t r v  uo rsh ipc rs  . l t  t hc  sh r i t t c  o t

thc  Rt r :s i . r t r  r r ' r i tc r  V ik tor  Shk lor  skr  -n  l ' l t t
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sun ' i v cd  bv  accon rn roda t i ng  S ta l i n -usua i
I v  k n o u '  n ( ) t h i n g  o f  r h c  R u s s i a n  l a l r g u a g c .
Thcre is  a lso.  sad l r .  a  cu l t  o f  Breton.  IJccause
h i s  adm i r c r s  canno t  r cad  F re  nch  t hcv  have
n o I  v c t  l c a r r r e  d  t h a t  t h c  t h c o r c t i c i a n  o i s u r
rea l i sn r .  t a r  f i om  s rav ing  f a i t h fu l  r o  h i s
vouthf i l  Tro tskv isnr ,  brccamc a kr r - rd  o inco-
c()nse n attYc Al,tr t l t  la kttrt  af ie r t  g+s.

Natura l l r .  as  brc f i ts  a  populacc rhar  spa\ \ 'ns
ch i l r as t i c  f ac t i ons ,  San  F ranc i sco  a l s ( )  p ( ) s .
scsscs  a  s r ra tum o f  l i t e  r an  f unc t i ona r i cs -

i nd rv i dua l s  u ' ho .  u ' i t hou t  d i s r i nc r i on  i n  t hc
craf t  o f  u  r i t ing.  have ga incd a burcaucrar ic
s inecurc  bv u 'ork ing the i r  \ \ 'av  rhrough rhc
"Poe tn '  i n  t hc  Schoo l s "  p rog ram and  s im .
i la r  makc 'u 'ork  pro jcc ts .  Thcsc r l 'pcs gencr
a l l v  co rnpo r t  t hemse l vcs  l i k c  So r i c r  com-
n r i ssa rs :  n r ( ) s t  o f -  t hcm havc  no  i dca  u  ha r  a
p ( ) cn r  n r i qh r  b , c .  hu t  t hcv  knou ' t hc  va lue  o f
a  re  gu la r  pavchcck .

Th.  , , r . rnrs  o f  ignorancc.  cu l t ism.  and bu
reaucracv come togethcr  tO fornr  the on lv
currcnt  phenonrcnon in  San Franc isco 's  i r t
c ran l i fc  that  earncsr lv  ar rentprs  to  ar tac l ' r
i tse  l f -  to  thc  avant  gardc t radr t ion:  some.
rh inq  ca l i ed  " l anguage  poc tn ' . "  f ea tu r i ng
thc  usua l  d i s j o i n t cd .  sc l f  - r c fe  r cn r i a l  muck ing
abour  u ' i th  grammar.  Language pocrs  arc
ren ra rkab l r  I i k c  t hc  neu 'banc  o f  r hc  campus .
" I l a r r i s t  scho la r s " :  t ha t  i s .  t he i r  p ro fes
s ional  incapac in '  is  made m() re  o f fc 'ns ive hv
thc e  mpt incss o f  rhe i r  postur ing.  Thc mosr
egreg ious pu l ic r  an lons the languasc poers
is  a  secming l r  p le  asant  fe l l< lu  namcd Barrer t
\ \ -ar re  n  (a t  lcast  he appears  p lcasanr  in  h is
photographs t .  u 'ho re  ce n t l l  sau '  a  book c l f

h is  osrcns ib lv  cr i t ica l  u ' r i r ings publ ished bv

a  un i ve rs i r v  puh l i she r . ' t r I os t  o f  t hc  book  i s

not  cr i t ica l  in  the convcnt iona l  se nse of  thc
u 'ord.  s ince \ \ 'a r te  n 's  main ob ject  is  to  boost

thc me nrbcrs  o i  h is  langr . ragc p( )e tn '  c lub.

t r los t l l  i r  d isp lar  s  a  cov danc ing about  u ' i rh

termrnol r )gv appr( )pr ia tcd f ionr  ser ious l in

gu i s t r cs .  Nevcnhc l css .  r hanks  t o  t hc  m i rac le
o i t he  r c  h t c rng  an  ac tua l  ha rdbound  vc l l umc

in  p r i n r  t ha t  cc l eb ra te  s  l anguage  p ( ) c tn ' -

I  Tora l  . \ . r ' r r ta r .  t ' r  Bar rc r t  \ \ ' a t tcn .  Southcrn  I l l rnors

L ' n r r e  r s r t r  P r c s s .  l 4  I  p a g , c \ .  S r  i . C i

F,scapccs in paradrr.c ht Stcplrn Scltu'art:

and  t hanks  t o  t hc  ass iduous  cu l t i va r i on  o1 -
thc poctn '  apparntc l iAr  u ' i rh  lc f i ism and hot
a i r - t he  l anguagc  p ( ) c r s  ha r  e  a t t a i ncd  a
sta tus ( )n  rhe San Franc isco scene r -ur l r
s l i gh t l v  l c ss  advan tagc ( )us ,  a r  l eas r  l n  r hc
sho r t  t e  rm .  t han  t ha r  o f  t hc  f a ro re  d  poc t
o f  t hc  N rca raguan  d i c ta to r s .  t hc  d r cad f  u l

E rncs to  Ca rdena l .

\ \ 'hcr r  Tom Clark ,  thc  accompl ishcd pocr
and  c r i t i c .  se  n t  a  f cu '  hun to rous  sha f i s  r n
\ \ 'a t tcn 's  d i rect ion rccent lv  in  the parcs o f '

The San Francisco Chrontck, rhc outragcd

fo rccs  o i  t he  ne r i '  d r spe  nsa t i on  r cp l re  d  rn  a
n ranne  r  s< l  absu rd  t ha r  i t  mc r i t s  r cc r> rd rng  i n

the  anna l s  o f  l i t e  r an  f r u l l i r one  n .  The  f  r r cnds

o f  \ \ ' a t t en  en l i s t cd  Geo rge  Lako f l ' .  a  l i n
gu i s r i cs  p ro fe  sso r  a t  Be rke lev  u ' ho  o r rg i na l i r

ma in l r .  conce rned  h imse l f  u ' i t h  r op i c r  dc

r ivcd f ionr  n ' la themat ica l  log ic .  He dcc larcd
\ \ ' a r t cn  a  6nc  f c l l ou '  and  a  g rea I  u r i r c r .

a l t hough  he  neg lec ted  t o  c i t e  an )  sood
pocms br '  \ \ 'a r re  n .  and hc carefu l l r  ar  c i idcd

g i v i ng  t he  imp ress ion  rha r  he  t akcs  \ \ ' a t r e  n

se r ious lv  as a  scholar lv  co i lcagr- rc .

Lakof t - 's  per f i r rmancc as an in tc l iccrua l

arh i te  r  u 'as  abrout  as graccfu l  as  rhar  o i  ar r
o l . i  f ash ione , . j  c i r cus  t a t  man  a t r cn ' l l i n r {

Su,an Lahc.  Th is  is  nor  to  sa\ .  hou 'evcr .  that

a  c ross - t cn ihza t i on  hcnvce  n  poc tn .  and  l i n -
gu i s t i c s  i s  ncce  ssa r i l r  a  h rad  t h i ng .  I ndccd .
such a cross- t i 'n i l i za t ion \ \ 'as  thc  inrpcr r - rs

beh ind  t he  ma  j o r  l i r c ran  dcvc lopn rcn r :

assoc ia ted  u ' i t h  t hc  "P raquc  C i r c l c "  o i  t i r c

I 9 3 o s .  t h a r  g a t h e r i n g  o f  e r i l c d  R u s s i a n  c r i r
ics  and scholars- l ikc  Ronran iakobrson.  thc

grear  phonologrs t -and Czcch p( )c ts  ant ' l

scho lars .  L ikov ise .  someth ins va luat ' lc  canrc

out  o f  )akohson 's  d ia logues u ' i th  C, laut ic

l i v i -S r rauss .  ] acqucs  Lacan .  and  B rc ron  i n

Ncn York  dur ing the Sccond \ \ -or ld  \ \ -ar .

Bu t  Lako l l - .  u ' i t h  a l l  h i s  f i nc  qua l r t r cs
(and  he  ccn . r i n l r  has  t hcn t  ) .  r s  n ( )  Jakob tson .

]akobrson \ \ 'as  a  product .  ra thcr  rhan an ob '

s c n ' c r .  o i  l i t e r a r l  l r f i ' i r r  R u s s i . r r t  d u r r n t l

thc  pcr iod o f  u  ar  and rcr  < l lu t i ( )n .  Nor  hr  . l

g rant  o f  nrercv can \ \ 'a r tcn hc cor l lpsyr ' .1
u ' i r h  t hc  Czcch  p ( ) c t s .  u ' h< l sc  nun rhc r  r n

c ludes rhc Nobrc l  Laureate )aros lar  Sc i t r 'n

Bo rh  t he  l i n { ru i s t s  and  t hc  poe rs  o f ' t he t  r i n r c
u 'e  rc  d isc ip l incd rh inke rs  6rsr  and nr . rn . l . r

Thc  Ncu  ( . r r t c r i on  Drc rn tL ,n '  t gE ;



F.s,-.r1rcg5 lll pJrldlsc ln Sttphen Sclnrnfi:'

r ins  sccot rd .  L ikc  n l . r l l \ '  .1 l l ( ) thcr  c( )n tcs tJnt

in  to . - lar ' ' s  i r t tc l lec t r ' ra l  arcna.  \ \ " i t tc r r  has thc

rlr. ' lcr t l i  t l ' r i rrgs confirscd'

\ \ 'hat .  thc  r :e  . rdcr  u ' i l l  ask.  docs l ' r l luuagc

p()c tn 'c t tns is t  o t ' :  Pr t lh . rb t l r  thc  In( )s t  rcprc

. . , ' , r ; , t i . .  c r lnrp lc  is  a  l t lnq p( )e  m [ r r '  \ \ 'a t tcn

cnt i r lcd  " I t r t lq rcss. "  u ' t r ich  u 'as  pr ' ih l ishcd t r - t

book t i t rnr  th is  t 'c . r r . r  Thc s '< l rk  cons is ts  t l f

r rc l l  o rcr  a  hr . t t l , - l rcd PJgcs of  p< lc tn ' ,  cach

\ \ r th  t ivc  s tJ l lzJS.  i r  bcg ins rs  t i l l lou 's :

Rc l . r r .
\ t J l l d  J t  r t t c t t t i o t r . , r t t d

lurp le  s t t . rkc  sr l t rJ t  ( )u t  ( ) l ' l

Porcc i . r tn  r i lcs  Thc idc ' r

IS rhc t i r t r rq .  Skcscd bt r  dcsrgn '

( ) t tc  r r  l r  e  o t r t r rJ i . ton L tsc  is  r t l

Spc t rh  cn lP t \  
B rs i s .  i t s

( ' t r \  c t  ( ) f  c r J t c \  u l l t l c r  l n \ l \ t  ( ) n '

l ) c l r l t c r t c .  S r l l r r t . t s  I  l t t t t r u t t t  '

i n  edd i t i t ) n  t o  t hc  poem 's  t am i l i ' r r  t r e r c i r '

s ism at rd  la t r< l rcd er t lncss.  so con ln l ( )11 to

th i  s  k i  r rd  o i  undc rgradu atc  crpc r in lc  u ta l i  sn ' r '

r t  i s  uo r rh  n< l r i ng  t hc  ca l l ous l v  neu t r r l  r c i

c rcncc to  Sta l in .  thc  t r t l to r ious mr ' r rdcrcr  o t

p( )e ts .  Sta l in  \ \  as  not  a  l ingu is t -most  \ \ 'e  s t '

. r , ' , . r ,  u 'ou ld  be amuscd bt l '  thc  vcn '  idea '

Ncver thc lcss.  thc  "qre f , t  sut t  r l t '  soc ia l ism" '

r . rnsar tsEed r i ' i th  h is  manv mi i i tan ar - rd  po l i t

r c . r l  d i s t i nc t i ( ) ns .  chosc  t h i s  pa r t i cu la r  6c ld

o i  cndcar 'or  as  thc  c lnc  in  s 'h ich to  ordatn

h inrsc l f  a  grcer  sc ie  n t i f ic  in r .cs t igr t t l r '  In  the

last  dcnte n tcd vcars  hct i r rc  h is  dcath '  havtng

p ' ,urgcd and [u l lcd a  numbcr  o id is t ingr - r ishc 'd

. . r . l r .h . rs .  hc  t l rde rcd thc  composi t ic ln  o f  a

gl 'rost rr 'ntte n rr 'ork. to bc signcd hr himse l t"

, rn  rh .  sub icc t  t - r i  comparr r ive l ingu is t ics '  I t

i s  ha rd  ro  imag ine  a  n lo r c  e  \ t r cmc  cx lmp le

of  the cor rupt i ( )n  o f  r t r te  l le  crua l  l i te  in  thc

scn i cc  o f  t t l t a l i t a r i an  pou 'e  r '  Bu r  as  u ' e  a l l

h . rve c t tn tc  to  knor \ ' .  menv br i l l ia r r t  e  \cn l -

p l a r s  o t ' t hc  con tcmporan  schoo l  o i  d i c t ' r

t o r i . r l  s t J te  smJnsh rp r  a r c  f . r i l cd  scho i l r s  and

\ \n te  rs .  Po l  Pot  is  . r  gr . rduJte o i  thc  Sor

2 Prtnrcss. hr I l .rrre t t  \ \ ' . rr tcrt  Ruth I l '  r '  rks'  I  :  l '  [ ) '1sc\

S -  s :

Thc Ncu ( . r i tc r tor l  Ihc t t r t i tn '  I9 t t5

t ror rne:  Bcrnard Coard,  rnurdcre r  < l f  Grcna '

, . l i . rn  schooich i ldrcr l  in  thc  Purgc prcccd ing

tl ' rc Anre r icatr re sct ie nrissit l t l .  \ \ 'as traine d as

Jt l  cc t ' r t l t>mis t l  Ah i rnac l  C luzman t "Gon

z-r lo"  ) .  t i re  craz-e d  t i l r ' r r rde r  t l i  thc  te  r ror is t

Scndcr t>  L t tminosc l  i t l  Pcnt .  \ \  ro tc  h is  crad

LrJ te  rhcs is  on the thcon '  o t 'sprcc i r l  Kant '

I t  shou ld  be  no  su rp r i sc .  t hen ,  t ha t  i n  t he

corltrovcrsv that t t>ok plac c in Tbt Chrontclr

(and c lsgvhcrc  )  t re  nvccn Tom Clark  and thc

\ \ 'a t ten-Lakot l , r l l iancc rhe ia t ter  a t tcmptcc l

t o  c h a r a c t c r i z c  t h c i r  c r i t t c s  i n  p o l i t i c a i

t c rms .  as  "  Rcaga t r i t c s "  and  " coun tc r re \ ' o -

lu t ic>r ' rar ics . "  A l l  th is  p lav inq about  can bc

humtt rous,  but  t lnc  is  saddcncd t< l  rc l l i zc

that  the amatcurs  o f  such rhctor ic  have vct

to  un. lc rs tand thc conscqLlcnccs of  such pt l '

l i t i ca l  l abc l i ng  i n  Russ ia '  Cuba .  e t c '  Bu t  pe r

haps that  can be over looked:  le f i is t  insu l ts

have becomc en inev i tab le  pr r t  o f  our  coun '

t n ' s  pub l i c  d i scou rsc .  \ \ ' i t hou t  douh t  t he

m()s t  i i ,J icu lous n lome nt  in  thc  u 'ho lc  f i rsccr

cJmc u 'he n Pr i l tcssor  Lakof f  compared the

l . rnguagc P()c ts '  J t tcmpt  a t  an inrc l lec tua l

. trr ip d:drat u' i th "rr 'orke rs trking ove r a t lc

, r . r^1. "  Thc pathos hcrc  is  inhcrcr l t  ln  the

obsolcscct ' tcc  o f  rhc  concei t '  Lc t t ism lc lng

Jg()  t i t rgot  about  u 'orkcrs  ' rnd fac t t l r tcs :

, i . , ' ,  t oo  much  l i k c  I ' o l a r l d .  a  "Re  rgan i t c "

concc rn .  A  bc t t c r  con rpa r i son  n r i gh t  be  t hc

pursc an, l  murdcr  o f  the Sal r ' rdoran lc t t is t

p . r . i  n , ,quc I ) . r l ron.  in  r  9-5 .  b) '  mcmbcrs o f

a eucrr i l lJ nlo\.cmcnt hc tciunde'- l '

O i  coursc.  as  u ' i rh in  even '  gr ( )L lP c icd i

catcr . j  t ( )  c rcJ t lvc  cr r tc rpr i5cS r  I ' l ( )  n lJ t tc r  h( ' ' \ \

qucs t i onah l c  t hc i r  va lue  \ .  t hc r c  J r c  s ( )n l c

good c lcmcnts  cven em()ng the lanuu ' rgc

f , r . , r .  Lrn  Hei in ian.  o t ' tc  o t -  t l ' rc i r  t r t tml tcr '

r i  i l l  prttbatr lv somc dar'  f ind e \\  ' ] \ '  to re r l

a t ta inmctr t .  I1< ls t  t l i  thc  rcs t ' '  h t ls  cr  c r '  t i t  t t r

s  i rh  thc  gcr te  r l l  l rJnoran]J  o f  t re  r l t i i t tcss  l t rd

" r vpe  s . "  I ndccd .  " cha r r c t c r s "  o i  ' i  r ' t r c  P re

c ios in  ab, t tund i r r  rhe cnv i r t l t tn tc t r t  o t '  S ' r t r

Frar lc isco.  . rnd rhcv arc  n( ) t  l imi ted to  l l r l

guJgc  p ( ) c rn  e  i r c l e  s '  Thc re  r s  r hc  c ' l e  t r ockcd

i t .  Lcagt rc  pr< l tcsst l r  s  ho.  hav ing c t l t rv inccd

hinrsc l t -  i t r  a  r r . rnsp ' 'o r r  o i  h  scrg ic  ' rc i t i  th ' r t

ha r i r t g  I r o  k l r ou ' l c t l gc  o t -a  l r t r { l t ' t i r c  i s  no

impcdinrc l l t  t ( )  t r l r rs l . r r i t rg  i t .  hes cnrb ' ' ' r rkcd

(  )n  J  cJre cr  t l i  p re  re  r rd i l lg  to  t r r t ls l ' r tc  oht
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scure language s- f ionr  A lbarr ian to  Zu lu-

cn t i r e l v  i r r  t hc  man l l e r  o f  C .ommt tn i s t  s l o '

gan 'poc tn ' .  H i s  aPPcJ rJncc  i n  t he  csPress ( )

houscs  u ' i r h  a  no r  d i c t i t l nan 'undc r  h i s  a rn r

i s  a  f avo r i r e  occas i t l l r  f r r r  n l an \ ' .  Thc rc  i s

t hc  f cn ra l c  nca r 'P rcp  scho t l l  g radua te  u ' ho .

t l ' r rnks t ( )  a t t  acc ide r - r t  o f  p ign lcr l ta t ion.  has

had herse l i  ano in tcd a  Th i rd  \ \ 'o r ld  advo '

ca te  .  pc tmrng  cnd le  ss  and  un rcadab le  rhap

sodics  to  gang v io lcncc and hcro i r r '  The rc  is

the bcs. igecd scPtuagenar ian n 'ho car r ics

around snapshots  o f  Tennessce \ \ ' i l l iams

and  N la r l on  B rando ,  u ' hon l  he  c l a ims  t r r

have dcbat rche d.  the bct tc r  to  c la im h is  r ight

t ( )  thc  t i t le  "hot  ga l '  POet . "  Therc  is  thc  pro-

duce r  o t 'Ncu \ \ 'a r  c  music  u 'ho sct  up a bus i -

ncss produc ing outs tanding lv  nr rg id  cr i t ica l

books on such s ' r i te r  PoP's tars  as \ \ ' i l l ian l

Bu r roughs  and  J .  C ' .  Ba l l a rd .  Ba l l a rd .  i nc i

denta lh ' .  a  fornrer  sc icnce- f ic t ion u ' r i tc r  o f

nrarg ina l  c lc r .e  rne ss.  has reccnt lv  turned to

a morc o ld ' fash ioncd '  descr ip t ivc  modc of

novel  u ' r i t i r - rg :  but  thc  San Franc isco Ncu '

\ \ 'avcr  in  qucst ion remains undis turbed br

the sudde r r  i r re lo 'a t rcc  o f  h is  unsc l lah lc  cr i t '

i ca l  tomcs.  F ina l l r ' .  there is  a  tvpe unto i tse l i :

the unspe akabr lc .  long-u.e  ar i r ' lg  cr ( )nv o i

A l l e  n  G insbc rg ,  G regon 'Co rso .  a  one  -man

\ \ 'a r  on a l l  c iv i l i za t ron.

T]
.bnough of  n 'pes.  enough of  cu l ts .  o f  com'

missars .  o f  faken ' l  Is  there noth ing of  va luc

on the San Franc isco scenc that  cou ld .  even

re motch ' .  be ca l lcd avant -garde i  No c in '  s< l

beauti f l , .r l .  so rr 'ealthr ' ,  so populated u' i th

educated peoplc .  can remain unf ru i t fu l  fc r r '

ever .  Af ter  a l l .  therc  are son le  good th ings

happcning in  more t rad i t iona l  aspects  c i f  the

Ba) '  Area 's  cu l tura l  l i fc :  u 'c  havc Evan S '

Conne l l .  ] r . .  a  f i ne  p ro fess i c l na l  1111191 .  \ \ c

have magni f icent  scholars  a t  Berkc lo '  and

Stantord:  u 'c  have Larn '  L iehcn.  Tht lnras

Sou 'e l l ,  and  o the  r  po l i t i ca l  i o r r r na l i s t s  o f  a

h igh ordcr :  \ \ 'e  havc a rcspe c tab le  oPcra

F.s.ape cs tt t  1-aradisc ln Stt l t / tni  S' l tn'stt :

c ( )mpat tv i  and ( i< ld  knr lu 's  u 'c  harc  s l lcce s \

f u l  r ock  bands .  \ \ ' h v  shou ld  \ \ ' e  n ( ) t  ha re  a t

le  ast  onc ( ) r  n \ ' ( )  good avant  gardc u  r i tc rs i

Pe rhaps s 'e  do.  Thc San Frat rc isco Lror t l

poc t  Ph i l i p  Laman t i a .  t hc  on l r  gcnu inc  Su r

r ca l i s t  P ( ) c t  i l l  An rc r i ca .  c ( )n t l n t l c \  t o  p r ( )

duce  mean ing fu l  u ' o r k .  Laman t i a  had  t hc

bad  l uck  t o  bc  mobbcd  bv  a  g roup  r r i  spcc

tacu la r l v  un ta l cn t cd  svc t l phan ts  i t t  r hc  mrd

dlc  Scverr t ics .  but  hc has shakcn thcn l  o t l '

L ikc  a l l  good p( )c ts .  hc  h . l i  t t t rncd t ( )  nat l l rc

f c r r  h i s  suh iec t :  spcc i f i ca l l r .  r e  s i on ' r l  h r r ' - i

l i f e  .  I t  i s  a  u ' i s c  cho i ce  .  f o r  t he  i n t c l l c c tu ' r l

landscape is  un insp i r ing.  Thc poet  Rohrcn

l )uncan  ma in ta ins  h i s  e  s t i n l ah le  c l l i r nc  A t t

o thcr  poct  o f  Lanrant ia  s  gcncrat t t l t l .  Hos

a rd  Ha r t .  has  a l so  con t i nucd  t o  u . r i t c  r i ' c l l '

us ing thc unst ructured hne s  o f  F i f t ie  s '  \ 'e  r \c

u ' r th  u ' i r  and rcs t ra in t .  A voung P()c t  t ( ) ( )

l ong  t a i n t cd  h i '  ass r l c i a t i on  s ' i t h  t hc  Fc r

l inghet t i  Paq ' .  Neel i  Cherkorsk i -  has.  a f tc r

manv  t r i es .  f i n i shcd  a  g t l od .  t echn i ca l l r

i n ren t i ve  .  pub l i shah l c  no rc l  ab ' ou t  Ca l r t ' , ' r

nia cal led Arnels'  Flrglt t .  Anothcr \ ' ()Lrl ls

poet .  ) im Brook.  an unonhodor  t ' r l l  o t '

Frcnch Surrca l isnr .  has.  in  thc  b te  s t  r ra t i t t to t t

o f  B rc ton .  b ravc l r  cha l l engcd  t hc  r cq r ( ) l l ' l l

cho rus  o f  p ra i sc  t o r  t hc  Sand i r r i s t , r s  b ' r  puh

l i sh ing  a r r i c l cs  t ha t  dccn  t hc  cu l t u r ' r l  po l r c t

o l -  t hc  c t l r r cn r  N i ca raq t ra r t  r c$ in r c  - l f  \  t c l l

so rsh ip .  i t s  b ru ta l r t r ' .  i t s  l i e  s .  i r s  l oud  S ta l r r r

i s t  echoe  s .  I  have  n l cn t i oncd  L r  n  Hc l t n ta t l :

thcre is  a lso Er ic  \ \ 'a lke r .  a  \ ' ( )u l l I  poct  s  h t r

shou ' s  r ca l  p rom ise '  A  f eu 'o the  r s .  I i ke  Ton l

Clark .  cannot  rea l lv  hc lah,c lcd San Fran

c iscans vet .

Pe  rhaps  i n  t hc  end  i t  u ' i l l  h t e  Fc t t c r  t i r r

t hcm i f  t he r  a r c  n ( ) t '  Fo r  c r c t r  t hc  n l t l s t  t l t s

t ingu ishcd l i tc ran et l i r r ts  hcrc  sccn l  ' ' i c*
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that  notor io t ts  a tnrosphcrc  o t '  n lcd iocr t r r

and  t r cnd i t r css  o i  u  h i ch  t hosc  t r r ' t l r '  ( ) l l  t hc

"sa r r  F ra t l c i sc t l  s cc l l c '  aP l t c l r  s t t  l l ' l ' r t l t

natc lv  pr ( ) t l t i .
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