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4 6  v t p s r  v s  v t R s L

N A SAI UI\I)A)'EVt. lNIN(; tr- 1997,
in  l  h l rd - to ' f inc l  pc l l i r rn r r rncc
spircc in Ncrv York's Fi.rst Vilhgc,
scorcs of pocts, cr i t ics, r lnd i . ic l
clcurics grthcrcd to dcbrtc r l ie

f rrtc ot '  I  -rrn gutgc p()ctry-rr pol i t icrr l ly cl ' r l |gcrl ,  t l tcorcr
ic l l l y  in fb rnrcd  r l t c rn l t i vc  to  mi r i r )s t rc i ln r  vc rse  th . l t
cnrc rgc t i  in  thc  1970s. ' l ' hc  ca t l l ys t  \ v i . l s : l  ucw l rooh b1 ,
llob l)clclrrrart, T'lte M argt.tt s.liztr.tion tl' Pot t1,; l,nuLutr t7 t
Writ ir tg ond Litcrary History, u,hich of lcrcci rrr instclcr 's
J.ccor. l l l t  r ind I l i t -cr i t  inter 'prctat ion of thc nrovcnrcnt
[)crclrrr: .rn : int l  his f i icnds heci hrruchccl nvcr)t\ , ' \ /cr lr \  crr lrcr-.

I r r  thc  1970s,  Pc lc ln r ln  d idn ' t  hcs i t l t c  t ( )  : l t t : l ck  t l t c
n . r tu rc  sccncry  anc l  l i l s t 'pc r -son cp ip l r l r r i cs  o l 'n r r ins t  rc : rn r
p()ctry l is "nco r iclclcrrr ic." l lut norv Itc is rur .rcr 'r t lcnrrc
h in isc l f :  I r r  I990 hc  bccr rn tc  : r  p ro fessor  i l t  t l l c  LJn lve  rs r ty
t.r l ' l )crrnsl, lvrni.r ,  lncl 

' l 'hc 
MurLl inuLiztt ion of Pottr"/  w,ts

pub l is l t cc l  n ( ) t  bv  r r  snr r r l l  iuc lcPcr r t l c r r t  housc  [ r t r t  [ rv
l)r ir tccton Urrivcrsity I ' rcss. l ' l tc l . .rrst Vi l l r tgc cr<>*,t l  u,rrs
hosti  lc torvirrt l  lcacicrrrc's .rssint i i  rr t ion o1' rvhlrt  l t ;r t l  orrcc
b c c r r  r r l r  o u t s i d c r  : l c s t l t c t i c .  l { o n  S i l l i r r r r t n ,  . r  l c r r d i r r g
Lrrt igurrgc p()ct i tncl ln olcl  f i icnd of ' l )crclrrr: .r tr 's, chrrr- l lct l
th l t  I ' c rc l tn . r r r ' s  [x rok  rv r rs  " l i t c r ; r l l v : r  s tcp  i r r  t l r c  k r r rg
rn l rch  tou ' ; l r c l  t cnurc . "  S i l l i ruan askcd,  "Whr r t  r r r ig l t t  th is
book lrrn c bccourc Irrrcl  i t  bccn rvri t tcn l i rr  pocts instclt l
of ls ;r  strt tcgy f i l l  profcssionl l  rrclvmccnrclt t f  "  In thc
ct-or 'vcl,  y()Lrng pcoplc \ \ ' ()rc [)utt() l)s thrrt  rcl icl  l ] l { l r l :  l t () l l
Pt lRr.. . t-NtAN. " l t  u' ls vcry unl"ulv," rcclt l ls Stcvc l . ivlrrrs, orre
o l ' l i i r r r  p . rnc l i s ts  rv l ro  spokc  rh . r t  r r igh t .  " ' l  hc rc  wcrc  r \ \ ' ( )
huncl 'cd pcoplc trying to c()ulc t() tclnr.s u, i th r i ' l rcrc t lrc
.tcl t lcrrt ic r '"orl t l  crr, . ls lrrrcl  l rn l l tcrnetrvc orre [rcqirrs "

. \r ' , ' i tch chltnncls to thc Srrpcr I l t>u,l  prcg,lrnc sn()\\ ' ,
J . rn r r r r r l ,  I999 .  ( )nc  r r l ' t i r c  cxpcr rs ivc  cout r r re rc iu ls  l ' c r r
tul-cs J 1-roct cntic cnthusirst icl l lv t l issccting thc ycl lon,

l ' . rgcs .  I t ' s  ( l l ra r lcs  l l c r r rs tc in ,  pc lh rps  t l i c  n ros t  l i r rnor rs
thcorist,  pr()utotcr, :rncl prlct i t ioncr r-rt '  l , lngurrl ic p()crr)/ .
l ] :rck u'he n hc srrpportct l  Ir inrscl l ' rvi th ;r cl ;ry job rs rrn ct l i tor
o l  n icd ica l  journa ls ,  l l c r r rs tc i r r  p rc lchcc l  rh l t  w , r i r i r rg  r r r r rs r
[>c "trkcrr orrt  o{ '  t I tc srryict:  ol ' thc c:rpitrr l ist projcct."
Norv hc has an cndor.r,ccl chrr ir  t t  the Stirtc Unive rsitv of '
Ncrv Yt-rrk :rt  l l rr f l i t lo, aurl  hc .rppc;rrs orr tclcvisiorr scl l ing
th.rt  conrpcncl iunr of 'conrnrotl i trcs, thc Ycl lorv l)rrgcs. I , ias
hc  k rs t  r l l  i nc l i c  c lcd ib i l i r r ' l

" l t 's r i tr i tc l i tnt11,111;11't Ic bld b1;t,s 1;f  i rectrt ,sg t lrr ickly
bccrrnrc t l tc ncr.r,  lclclcr.rr ic ve rsc," sr iys lr l iot Wcintrcrgcr,
t l rc cditrrr r t ' ,4 ntr ican Pottry Sit tct 1950: lnnoyatot.s r. t t td
Outsiders ( i99.3). 

- l 'hc 
rrssirni lr t ion of rhc rrvrrnt-gnrclc is

c.rf 'coursc trothi l tg ncu,. I l  is prlct icl l lv thc clcl ining stor1,
o1- tw 'cn t ic th -ccn t r l r \ r  l r t :  l ) l c l l  i s  cns l t r incc l  l t  MoMA,
U/1rrs bcconie s ls cl:rssrc x Homlfi, end Jrcl<son l)ollock's
sp l r t te  rs  g racc  

' l ' - sh i r ts  
lnc l  r r rugs .  l lu t  in  thc  c r rsc  o l l

l ,alguagc p()ctry, t l tc iutcrvrl  be trvccn ()ut l- ir ! !c :rnd instt
t l l t i ( )u t l i z r t t ion  has  be  cn  uuusL lJ l lV  s l io r t .  Auc l  thc  i r r rc r r -
si tv of-the L, lngr-r lgc pr.rcts'  clr lv c;rnrp; i i1in r ig.Jl l)st thc
e vi ls of clpit i r l ism ancl thc i tnl>crial porvcr of the st:rtc hls
Ic f t  thcnr  p i r r t i cu l t r l \  vLr lne  l r rb le  to  c l r l rgcs  o f  cor r rp ro .
rnisc and scl l ing orrt.  " l ,cr r-rs r.rnde rnrinc thc bourgcoisic,"
Si l l i rnrn dccl l lcd in 197(); roday he is rr rn:rrkct: lnr. l lvsr

i t t  thc cor-n1'rutcr inc1lrstr1,.
' l 'hc 

rclrt t ivc succcss of Lri tr  gr.r lgc 1-rr >ctrr '--plrtrc rr l .rr lV i  rr
t l tc lclcicrrrr,-r l iscs rrncourf ir l t l t r lc clucstions. ShoLrlcl  rr idicr l
in tc l l cc tu t l s  rn r r in t l in  r r  r l t l i c . t l  s t lncc  f i r rcvcr f  I s : r  poc t ' s
o1 ' rpos i t ion  to  t l t c  r r t ins t rcun n t ( ) rc  gcnu ine  i f  s l rc  rcnr : r i r rs
ru r r rccogn izc t l f  A lc  L . r r r t :L r : lqc  p ( )c ts  c r r t [ r r . . rc i r rg  t  hc  cor r -
surrrcrist culturc thcv once chrr l lcngcdl ( lr i rr  ln i iv iurt-s; lr( . le
p( )c t  . i l s ( )  bc  ln  l c r rc lc r r r i c i

I- A ING+ fI,I(; E II(D -E T I3T
I i r s t  c ln rc  to  l i l L  in  thc  car ly ' to  n r id -1970s,  u ,hcn  r r  n r ru r l re r
of 1,<lt t t tg \ \ , f l tcrs i tr  Sl ir t  l -r l t t tcisco, t tncl t() r l  Icssct 'cxtcnt Nc\\.
Yolk, be g:rn congrcult ing irr lolrs l tcl  l r l rs to discrrss r ' .rdicr l

l ) ( )c t r \ ,  : tn ( l  i t s  poss i [ r l c  connect io r rs  u , i th  r . r t l i c . i l  po l i t i cs .
I i vc rv  oppos i t ion l r l  r r rovcr r l cn t  r tcc t l s  , ln  c l le  t ) r \ , .  . rnd  i r t  th is
c r lsc ,  thc  v i l l r r i r r  rv r rs  t l rc ; t r r ro rP l r<>us  [ t lob  t l t r t  l ] c rns tc in  e . r l l s
"o l l i c i . r l  vc rsc  c r r l tL r rc " - t l rc  l t c . . r i l cn r ic  c rc l r t i r  c  r i  r . i t i r rq  cs t i l [ )
l i s l t rncn t  l r r rc l  i t s  l l r csscs ,  p r izcs ,  . r r r t i  l t ro l t ' ssors .  I  )c tc r .n r r  ncd
t0  rcs is t  t l r l t  rvor l t l ,  thc  l roc t .  sc t  U [ )  i rn  l r l t cnr l r l tVc  r rc t$ 'o r l i
o1 ' lo t t l r r l t l s : t r t r l  s r r r l r l l  P rcsscs .  I t r  l ronrc rn ; r t l c  r t r : rg . l z i r rcs  l i k t
1/ i i r  rrrrt l  I  I t l l t ,  , t  pt>crrr nriglrt  sr.rr-t  ".Sxr) ir \ '  [rc .rppl ic.rblc
s ( ) r ) )c f  l i l ns  r t rc ' )  /  B i l t  c r r t r r i l s  b r ic lcc  cncr l lY  o l i c r r  l c l i  t r rc
l i r rou '  to  ck r  rv i th  /  l r . rb r ic  n r .1 '  1 . l rc t l i c t  l , l r l l  c rpcr . i c r rcc"
( I l r r rcc  r \n r l rc rvs) ,  r ' . r thc r  t l t . tn ,  s r t1 , ,  "  l  revc l i r rg  thnr r re l r  t l r c
t l : r rk  I  l i rL r r rd : r  t l cc r ' /  t l c r i c l  on  r l rc  c t l sc  o l ' r l r c  Wi lson  l { i vc r
rold" (Wil l i . rrrr St.r l l i rr t l  ) .  

' l  
l r is clr ly pcriot l  of 'crcrrr ivc lL.rrtrcnr,

Vout l i l i t l  n r l r r i lL ' s tos ,  r rn t l  cor r r r r r r r r r i t r ' [ ru i ld ing  pc . t l<c t l  r r , l r c r r
l3c lns tc rn  . rnc l  l l r t rcc  Andrcs 's  t reu l r r  p t r  [ r l i s l r i r rq  : r  r r r . r r ] . rz inc
cr r l l cc l  / . .= ,u l  =N. . ( ;= ( .1 -A. . ( i - -1 . ' l ' hc  r ) ) \ / s tc r i ( )L rs  cc l r r . r l  s isns
I r r rvc  bccn r r r r rc l r  r l i sc r rsscd . ' l ' l r cv  : r r -c  gcr rc r . r l l t '  t l ro r rq l r t  lo
I t . rvc  [ rccn  : r  s , . rV  o l  i r r t c r r r r [ r1 i r r1 l ; rnV c : l sy  r r r r t . l c rs t l r r r t l i r rq  o l '
t l tc l  ort l  ()r conccpt of '  l l rngLrtgc -ol '  t l r .nvirrq, . l f  l  cnt i(  )n t( )
l l r c  n re tc r i l l i t t ,o f  r i ' o r t l s .  l  l r c t , r r r . r t , r r l s ( )  rc l ) rcsc l ) t  t l re  l ro l i t .
i c r r l  go : r l  o f ' c t lu l l i f t ' t l re t  t l t c  1 ' roc ts  sh : r rc t ] .  I r r : r r rv  c r rsc ,  t l t c

;o r r i l r . r l ,  $ , i t i ch  Pr i r r tc t l  t l r cor t ,  rnc l  c r i t  i c i s r r r  [ ) \ '  l ) (  )c ts  rJ t  l ] c r
t l t ln pocnrs, Pr'oViclcd i l  l ) i l l t lc f ' r tr  thc l l r lsccnt n)()\ 'ct. t)cr)1.
A l t l ro r rgh  thc  r r i , rg . rz i r rc  l : rs rc t l  on lv  l io rn  l97 lJ  ro  Ig t l  I  ,  r l r c
n:rnrc strrck, clcsl ' r i tc pr()tcsts t iont sortrc ir tr 'olvcd

' l  
hc  L lngr reuc  l ) ( )c ts - : l  g roLrp  rv l rosc  corc  inc l t r t i cs

l l c r r rs tc i  n ,  Ar t r l rcu ,s ,  S i l l i r r ren ,  Pcrc l rn r rn ,  L t , r r  I . l  c  j  i  r r i r tn ,
l l r l r c t t  Wl t tc r r , . r r r t l  l l . t c  Ar -nnnt ro r r t , . rs  rvc l l  . t s  lL . l lo l  t r rv
c le rs  N l ichr rc l  I t r r ln rc r : r r rc l  Susr r r r  Hou,c - r re lc  f i r r  thc  n ros t

l ) : r r t  [ ) ( )n t  r l t r r i r rg  . r r r r l  jL rs t  r r l i c r .Wor l t l  !V . r r  I t .  l ] r cv  s ,c rc
r,rt l icel izcrl  l ry thc Victnrrn lVlr nntl  scve re ly t l is i l l r .rsione cl
[ ry  W: r t r . : r t . l : l t c . ' l - l teY s l t : r | c t l  . r  1 r .15r11 ;11 .11 .  11 t ] r 'o t lo r r  t t l  t l re
nrorc . lvr l l t t-glrdc siclc of 'Anrcricln p()ctr\ ,- t() thc c_rPe r i
n rcn t r l  [ ) ( )c t i cs  o f ' l . ] z r : r  l )o r rnd ,  ( i c r t r r rc lc  Src in ,  thc  c . r r l t , ,
ntorc cluirrg !Vi l l i ; rnt ( ler los Wil l i lurs, rrut l  rhc ncglecrccl olr jcc
t i v is t  l ,ou is  Z t r l io l i kv .  l  l re  l ,  *11r '  t l r cn tsc lvcs  es  cx tc r r t l iug
t r td  cha l l cnq ing  thc  f i c rcc l t ,  xnr i l c tc lcn l i c ,  o1- rcn- l i r r rn  Ncn,
Ar r rc r ic r rn  l ' oe  t rv  o t  t l r c  1950s  and l9 ( r0s  l  r i t t c r r  t rv  f le r r rcs
l i l t c  ( lh l r l cs  ( ) l son ,  l { t>bcr t  Or -cc lc1 , ,  F r : r r rk  ( ) ' t l . r ru ,  Jo l ru
As l r l rc r1 , ,  r rnd  A l l cn  ( i insbcru .

In  th r  I970s ,  r i ' r rvcs  o f ' l r t r ropcr i l t  p ( )s ts l ruc tu r l l r s t  thcorv
u 'c rc  c r : tsh ing  ( )n t ( )  Anrc r ic l in  shorcs ,  : . rn r l  n r l rn r '  o l ' th t :
[ , r r r r t I l r : rgc  l , r i t c rs  tv r rn tc t i  t ( )  scc  \ \ , l t : r t  in ip r rc t  l )c r r i r le ,
Foucriult ,  l ] :rr-thcs, I(r istcr,:r ,  Althlrsscr.,  rrncl Wittucrrstcin
cor r lc l  l r l ve  on  Antc r rc r ln  poc t rv .  A t  r i  t in tc  nhcr r  n tosr  poc ts



ln r. lcirdcnl lc sctt i l tqs \\ ,crc rctrcl l t inq f ionr thcrlrV tr> rr
rrco l \  rntrrnt ic ruoricl  of '  l t ,r ic:r l  scl f-  c x prcssion, Li i l tqurl trc
p( )c ts  \ \ ' c rc  t ; r l k ing  lbout  thc  s rqn i f i c r : rnc l  s ign i f i cc l ,  thc
po l i t i cs  o l ' thc  rc fL rcn t ,  r r r r t l  thc  rdco loe ic r i l  s ta tc  r1 - rp r r -
r . t t r t s .  l ' hcv  l c f i rsc t l  t ( )  rcspcc t  thc  bounc l r r r l '  bc tu 'ccn  c rc
n t ivc  lnd  c r i t i c : r l  s  r i t inu- .bc tu  ccn  thc  u , r r t in r l  o l 'poc t rv
l rn t l  t l r c  t  r i t i r rq  o l  Pr>c t ics .  I ron ic : r l l v ,  th is  in tc rcs t  rn  thcorv
nrc r lu t  th i r t .  f i r r  . r l l  thc i r  ; rn t iP : t t lN  t ( )  t l l c  l ) ( )c t rV  o1 ' t l rc
l t c : r r l c r r r i c  cs t : r t r l rs l t r r rc r r t .  L tn t r r r . r l t c  l ) ( )c ts  \ \ ' c rc  p r i r r rc r l
l i r r . r  scho l : r l l r ' . rL r r l i c r rcc  f ionr  t l r c  s t i l r t .  F , \ ' c r r  rv l rcn  v i r
I  r r . i l l v  r ro  L r r r re r r . ruc  poc ts  l r . r r l  r r r r i vc rs i t r '  : r l l i l i l t i o r rs ,  t l t cv
\\ 'crc t i l t - l t- lc( l  i rs:rcJ(lcnric. 

- l ' l tc 
poct l i l r tr  ( l lurk's scrl t l l inr_t

I9 l l7  r r rd ic tu rc r ) t  i l r  1 ' l I r l l - ra t t  l l t v t tn '  s ; rs  ryp ic r t l :  l  hc
Llrnqrrrrqc P()cts " irrc :rs lonq on cri t ic:r l  thcori ,  as t l tct,
: t rc  ( rc l . r t i i ' c l r ' ,  . rn t l  I  t l r i r rk  r r l so  r r t rso l r r tc l t , )  s l to r . t  o r r

[ ) ( ) c n l s . . . . ' l ' l t c i r  c r i t r c r s n t  i s  r l o s t l t '  u , r i t t c r r  i n  : r  p r . c t c r r
t io r rs  in tc l l c r . t  u . t l  tnTo l  t l t r r t  s ( ) l l l t ( l s  r r  I i t t l c  l ihc  : ln  . rss is
t l t l r t  l r r r> lcssor - r ' l to  too l<  i r  \ \ ' r ( ) l tg  lu rn  ( ) l t  t l t c  u , rN t<> thc
I )c r r i t l : t  ( ,oo l io t r t  l t r rd  cndc t l  r rp  e t  th r :1 ' roc t r t ,  rc l t t l i nu . "

l l t r t  L : rngLr : rcc  p ( )c t rV  is  n r r rc l r  r r<>rc  th : rn  p ( )s ts tn rc
t r r r : r l i s r r r  c l roppcd i r r to  l i r rcs  o l  r ' c rsc .  r \ t  thc  l rc r r r t  o l ' t l t c
Leng,rr lrr lc . lcst lrct ic is :rn :rnt: lr{onisrn to t lrc n: lrr()\ \ '  c()n
vcl l t  i (  )r  )s ( ) l  t  l tc rr rr ivc rsi t  t ,  crcl l t  ivc rvl i t  r  ne rvorl<sltoP l t ' r ic
t l t c  " , \ , l c l ' o c n r . "  t o  [ r o r r < > \ ' i l  t c r n t  c o i r r c t l  [ t v  t h c
( r ro r r  L . rne t r . ruc  )  l ) ( )c t  l  )on l l c l  I  t . r l l .  

' l ' l r c  
rvorks lx rp  l v r i c ,

Lrrrgtr:rec [)()cts r lrquc, is .rs blrrnd, prccl ictutr lc, i lnd cirsv
t ( )  c (  )nsun)c  . l s  : t  I  I . l l ) l ) \ '  N Ic . t l . ' l ' r ,P ic r r l l t , ,  r t  i s  . rn  l cccss ib lc ,
t irst pcrson . lcc( )ult l  ot ' ; tn e vcnt, ol icn rnr,olving l i rni lv, rr hiclr
t r r l r r r i r r . r t c s  i n . r  t i t l v  c P i P l r e r r r ' . . s r r c l t  P o c n r s  i l r c  [ ) r i r c ( l  1 i ) r
thc  r rL r thcn t ic i t v  o f ' t l i c  [ ) ( )c t ' s  \ , ( ) i cc : rnc i  thc  l l l t r l r ; r lncss  ( ) l

thc  l r t r t r t r r : r r - l c .  l . rkc  l ' h i l ip  Lcv inc 's  I979 pocr t r  "S t : r r l rg l r r " :

, \ l r '  l . r t  l r t  r  \ t . l l ) ( l \  l l  I  I t t .  l . r r  r n  ( . \ ' (  n l ) r ' .

o t t  l l t c  p t t t  c l t  o l  t t t t  l i r s t  I t g t r s c .

I  . r n r  l o r r r  v c . n :  o l t l  . u t t l  q l l u i r t q  l r r c t l

I  s t c  l r i s  l t c . r L l . r n r o r r r l  t l t c  s t . r r s ,

t h c  q l o u  o i  l r r s  c i g . r r c t t c ,  r c t l d c r

l l r . r r r  t ] t c  s u r ) l l n c r  n t o o r t  r i t l i n q

Iou  ovcr  t l r c  o l t l  nc igh l ro rhoot l .  \ \ ' r .

. r r c  . r l o r r t ' .  , r n r l  l r e  , r s k s  r r r c  i l  l  . r r r r  I r . r p p t

" i \ r c  v t t t t  I t . r p l r v ) "  I  c r t t t t t 6 t  . l r ) s \ \ ' c r . . . .

L. r r r  g r r . r r l c  I r ( )c ts  : l rg l l c  t  l re r  t  l r c  p l r r rn  s tv lc , rud  s t r . r i t : l r t
Io r r r ' : r r t i ,  i i nc l r r  s t r> r ' t ' o l ' l r  poc ln  l i kc  Lcv inc 's  t lo  r ro t  ce l l
ln t ( )  q l tcs t l ( )n  l : r r rq r r . rgc 's . tb i l r tY  to  c ( ) l lVcV i l l j  cxpc t ' l cncc .
I l t  nr lr irrstrc:rnt vcrsc, thcv fL.cl,  l .rrrqrr. . trrc is trclrtct l  :rs.t
t r ' . l ns l ) : r rcn l  u  i r r t lou  ( )n  t l rc  r r 'o r l c l .  l , . r r rg r regc  poc ls ,  [ r t
c ( ) n t r - t r s t ,  t e r r t i  t o  N I r t c  c o l l : r g c s  t i i s c o n t i n u ( ) U s  s l i r t c
I ) )cn ts  t l r . l (  x rc  in tcn( lc (1  t ( )  c \ [ ) ( )sc  t l rc  wor l i ings  o l  l :u t
g r r r tgc .  

' l  
hc r '  [ ) l ' i r c  tcx ts  th : r t  r t rc  r l i s j ru tc t i vc ,  r ron l inc . r r ,

: incl oPcn cndctl ,  t lcrnrrnt l ing rr rc:rcle r rvlro u, i l l  [rc rrn
irct ivc ptrt iclpr 'utt  r ir t l lcr thrtr rr plrssivc c()r lstulcr. l {rrt l rcr
th r rn  p rcscn t : r  c ( ) l )c rcu t  "1 , "  t l t cv  cxp lo rc  thc  f i . rgnrcn
txt i()n ()f  thc sclf .  l )ctrrrct<>rs l ikc 

' l i rnt ( lhrk havc dcscri trccl
l , l r r rg r r : rgc  l l ( )c t rv  r l s  " r . t<>n rc fc rcn t ie l  so l ips is t  r l r rz l r l t , "
bu t  f ins  f ind  th is  k rnd  o1 'cxpcr i rncn t l l  \ \ , r i t l l l g  r ) to rc  vc r -
l ra l l t  cxc i t  i  r r r . : . ,  t r  nprcd ic t r rb lc ,  . rn r l  n tvs tc r io r rs  r l t ru t  rn . r i r  r .
s t rc i rn l  l t ' r i c .  For  c \ l ln lp lc ,  hcrc  i s  ( lh r r r l cs  l l c rns tc i r r ' s
"  lhc  l ( i rv i  l l i rd  i r r  thc  l ( iu ' i  l r ce  " :

The l-a,rrgrr-r,g(e

p(>.t>ts uLtta,cked officia,I
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P E R E L M A N

I r ' . r r r t  no P.rr ' . r t l isc orr ly  to l rc
t l r c r t c l r c r l  i r r  l l r c  t i o snpo t r r  o f - uo r t l s ,  l c cun t l
r v r t l t  t r op i c r r l i t t .  l : r r n t l . r r r r c r r t  bc

t ' o r r t l  r c l . r l i o r r ,  l c ss  " r ' c . r l "  t l r l n  r n . r r l c . . l s  i t n l l s
\ t t l l t ' t l l ) ( i  . t  l t . t l t t ' s  t - l t l t g l t t t q :  t t t , t t
c l i t tq  n rcs l r  p r ( ) t ) ( )unccs  i t s  p ro l l i sc  ( r to t  [ r . t l s
t l r . r t  p i r r i o t r ,  n o t c s  t l r . r t  p l v ) . ' l  l t c  t . u l o r  t c l l s
o l  o t l rc r  to l l s ,  t l t c  sc . t rn  th r t t  b i r r t l s ,  t l r c  tn rn ,
l l ) c  \ \ ' . l s tc .  &  l t . rv i r rq  spc l le t l  t l r csc  n . ln tcs ,  n ) ( ) \ , c  ( )n
l ( )  t ( ) \ , s  ( ) r  t . r le r rn rs ,  sk l tcs  e \  scorCs.  ( )n l t '
t  l r t '  i rrrrgrrr. trr, ,  is rc.r l  n()t  I  rUl i l l )s
t rc r  lo r rd i r r r - l  t l r c  r r r i r r t l ' s  r rc rob . r t i c  v t . rs
ions. l  hc f irst frrct is thc socir l  borir ' ,
o r rc  l ro r r r . rno l l rc r ,  r to r  r tcc r ls  r ro  o t l t c r .

As  l l c rns tc i r r ' s  l ) ( )cn t  suggcs ts ,  L . rnqr r : r ! r , c  Poc ts  bc l rcvc  t l r : r t
thc  n 'o r ld : rs  * ' c  knou, i t  docs  n( ) t  cx is t  ( )u ts i ( l c  o r  bc l i r rc
l r t t t sur rsc  :  " (  )n l r ' , /  thc  in t r tg in r r r t '  i s  rc r t l .  "  Accord i r rs l l ,  t  hc i l -

Pocnrs  f i rcus  ( )n  t l t c  vcxcd rc l r r t ionsh iP  bc t rvccn  l 'o r r l s  ln r l
thc  u  o r l r l ,  s ,h ich  thcy  cons i t l c r  " l css  ' rc : r l '  th l r . r  ru . r t l c . "

r\ l t l rotrglr I Ir<>sc u' lro r l ispnr:ruc L:rngrreuc p()ctr\ ,  () l ic l l

disrrr iss i t ;rs uni l i rrur in stvlc, thc u,ork is.rctuir l lv cluitc t l ivcrsc.
For cxrrnrplc, l lcrtrstcin's r igororrsly scranttr lccl i )()ctrv is ( lLr i tc
t l i11 . : rcn t  f io r t r  thc  p ( )c t r \ '  o f '  L1 ,11  Hc j in i rn ,  r r ,hosc  r ro r r
sc r l r r i t r r r  scn tc l rccs  l r rc  s t r rdc lc t l  s ' i t l t  l vncr r l  obscrv l t io r rs  <>t
( l t l ( ) t i ( l i i ' u r  cxpcr ic r rcc .  h t  Mv L i l c  (  l9 t l7 ) ,  hc r  h ig l r l v  rcur rdcd
scrics of 'prosc p()cn)s, I  lc j ini i in cvokcs clr i lc lhr>ocl rncnrol ics,
t lrorruh in l  scl l lcorrsciorrs rrncl t l is jrrnct ivc stvlc: "Suntrncrs
\\ 'crc spcnt irr  rr l i rE1 thrrt  rr ins. I  l rrrt l  cl l i rncd thc rat l io nights
f irr rnY orvr.r. ' l ' l tcrc u'crc r1r()rc st()r\ l tcl lcrs thlrr t l tcrc vu'cre
st()r ics, s() thi l t  c\,cry()nc in thc t inr i lv hrrr l  r  vcrsion <lf  histort '
:1nd i t  \vrs irnpossiblc to nct closc to t l tc orisi l lal ,  or to knou,
'u'h;rt  lc.r l lv hrrPpcncd. '  

' l ' l tc 
prr ir  of ' :rncicnt, stLl l t tc( l  rrPricot

trccs yiclciccl aucicut, str. trrtcr l  lpr icots. Wllr l t  \v]s t l tc r i lcaninq
I t t rnq  f io rn  t l t r r t  dcpcnc l . ' l ' hc  su 'cc t  l t i c r t ; rs tc  o f  r r r t i chokcs . . . .

R O N
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' f l icrc 
is so l i t t lc pr.rbl ic beirutv." l ly cr i t ic luing rhc con-

vcntiolrs of :rutobiographi ' ,  Hcj inian managcs to creatc t t .r
innovlt ive rrutobiogrlphicl l  nrosit ic.

Most l , lnguagic pocts hopc that thcir acsthctic rcl lcl
l ion clotrblcs :rs lr  pol i t icel r>nc. 

' l -hcir 
sclf ' -r l \ \ /rrc) l i lqnrcntct.r

u'r ' i t ing, nrlnY l ,rngulqc p()cts be l icvc, rcsists rrnd suLx,crts
thc prcf i tbr icl tccl,  c<x,clt lv iclcologicl l  l lngulgc proclrrcccl
bv rnainstrclrn culturc. l lLl t  e\/cl t  iu)r()ng Lrrrruunl5c pocrs,
this pol i t ic l l  clrr ir l  hrrs bcen lrot ly ciclr l tcr1. I t  rcsts ou rr
scrics of lssumptions: First,  no l inguist ic constructi()n ()f
rcl l i t f  i5 l t i t turt l  ()r l tctrtr l l .  Scconcl, clorninent publ ic dis-
courses citnlt()t  bc trLrstcci,  cspccial ly in I  P()st-Victniul] ,
Post Wltcrgatc cr;r,  rvhcu lrrrrguauc hrts lrccu clcblsccl by
rn inrperi l l ist stf , tc iutcl I  conslrntcrist cultnrc. 

' l 'hircl .  
thc

cltoiccs t l t l r t  ivr i tcrs rrr;rkc-i  rr gr: lnlni lr ,  s),nt irx, rr: i rr l t  ivc
str u ctu l'c, .r ncl sr,r b j cct tnlrttc r-rcflcct idcologv.

I l ' t l r csc  rh rcc  p rc r r r i scs  I r<> lc l ,  t l r cn  d is rL rp t rng  s t : rndnrd
firrnts of l lnglrrrgc crrn trc :r pol i t ical lv l ibcrrrr ine ircr. As
lJc rns tc in  pL l t  i t  in  t l t c  le tc  1970s ,  " l r rnguJgc  c ( ) l t t r ( ) l  =
thought control = rcrl l i ty cotl tr()I ." Ancircrvs cxplaincd in
I9 t i9 ,  " l ;accr l  u ' i t l t  ru lcs  ( ) r  [ )u t tcn ts  o f ' cous tmrn t  - thc

l lcgrt ivc f icc of iclcolosy-rvri t ing clrt  rcsponcl rvi th I
dt 'rrst ic opcrr ncss. " I  n Arrt lrcrvs's rc lr l rrbrrt  ivc, hypcrpr >l i  t ,
ic l l  poctrv, this ope nncss rrrcrrns snrlshing norurl l  svnt:.rx
:rnrl  cohcrcrrcc: " l . .qtr:r l i tv clcrn.rncls no lcss; l t istory lrcuin.
u' i t l t  olcl  l t)rut cryi l t l i ,  loqic ygLl k191,, l i rpl l l ,  \ ,6ur f i1-
g ,c f t ips  i s  r ro t  f i ce t lo r r r -  l ' hc  d is in tcgr l t i r rg  s l ( ) l )  s t t r . t i i t l ( ) r l
()n ()r.r t l i t \ \ ' ;  rcld i t  in t l rc r,ootlOO prosPcctLrs, kcc1. t1yi11g
dc:tt l t  sr lLr:rcls prid f irr '  l ' t1, <tur () l tr isttnnit t ,  r ;- t t l i ; .r t io n rrtxcs
s() thl l l  lur l t l i r t  rrghts cionc ir trprovcs ttcc:rtrsc thcre trrc
so  l l ' u ' rc t rc ls  l c f i  to  k i l l ,  l i kc  i ro r r  l i l i ngs . . . . "

F I3(D tr}f 'TII E l.- I II,S-T,
l , rrnrrurrgc p()et l ' )r  \ \ ' i rs ! !rcctccl u' i t l r  brr l} lcrrrcnt :rnrl  hos
ti l in ' .  In l{on Si l l i r trrur 's cst int i l t l () t) ,  " tro ot l tcrcrrr-r-cl lr  [)()cuc
tcntictrcy in Atncricrr hls bcctr srr lr jcct t() t l lc c() l lst iutt  f l () \ \ ,
of cl isrrr issrr ls rrud cxPosts, rrr i tn\/  ()t ' t l tcnr cornPosctl  i rr  t l rc
t l trcrrtcrrct l  rhctoric o1' l ' t rry." 13ut i t  dir ln' t  trrkc roo long
tirr thc rrrrtrnstrcrlnt t() pick up ol) t l i is nc\\,  trr lrrd of poctr. \ , .
Irr  l9lJ2 t l tr :  l )ari  I l t :yr l l  qrrvc l lcntstciu s;.ncc irr i ts plecs
to of lcr .r  srrrnpl iue of ' l . .rrrcrr.rgc p()ctr\ / .  l rr  I9l l4 N4rrr joric
l ' c |k r t l ,  e  p rc r r r i c r  c r i t i c  o l  t rvcn t ic th  cc r r t r r r - t ,  l ) ( )c t r \ , ,  I )L r [ ) .
l ishcd l  *, iclclv rcrrt l  piccc cxpl ic:rt ing Lengrr:rgc l)(,ctrv in
Amtrtrnn I 'octry l lcpit 'n,.  Shc t lLr icklt '  bcclrrrrc t lrc ntovc
nrcnt 's nt()st f  i rrccf ir l  l ic lclcnric rch.,Oclrtc. SoOrr, l trortrrnctrt
c r i t i cs  l i kc  ( l l r r r r l cs  A l t i c r i ,  I c rou tc  Mc( i r tnn ,  l . ' r cc lc r i c
Jlr lcsor-r,  aud Andrcs, l{oss w,crc cicblt ing thc pol ir icrr l
r ' : r luc rrrrt l  i lcst l)ct ic nrcri ts of ' t l rc nr()\ 'cnlcl)t .

' l 'hrouqh()ut 
thc l9l. l0s, thc pocts st i l l  pr ir lct l  thcnr

sclvcs on thcir rrrrrrginl l  stt tus. ( lcl t tr i t l  f igurcs irr l ,rrrrgtregc
p()ctr\ , \ \ ,crc rneking cncls nrcct i . ls tyl)cse ttcrs, I inro drivcrs,
:rnt l  u'r i tcrs of 'rucdicrr l  :r [rstrrrcts, .rnr- l  thc Lrrngiurrgc 1-roctr l ,
conrlrrunitv rcrnaincci r i ,cl l  orrtsir ic thc orbit  of ' the ntrr jor
publ islrcrs, thc crr l turrr l  rrrcr l i rr ,  :rncl the rrcrrr lcnr\, .  I t  u,:rs
st-tstrrrrtccl r trstclcl  b1, r ' ,r . , t ,  r t l ternlt ive prcsscs such ls Surr
lncl N,loon l trcss l incl 

' l ' l rc 
l- ' igurcs.

Whcn thc  Un ivcrs i tv  o f  V i rg in i l  p ro f l ssor  Jc r< t r l c
N' lc( lrrtn stnq thc praiscs of ' l . rrngu;lec p()ctry in ()r i t icnl

I tLquiry in I987, hc drerv clclr boundarics Lrctu'ccn ir .rsi t lc
l t t c l  ou t :  " l -=A=N=G=U=A=G=F.  u , r i t ing  is  c i i s t inc t i r , c l ) ,
cxpcriurcntl l ,  rvhi lc pocts l ikc l l .obcrt pinskr,,  l ,otr isc ( i l t ick,
lncl Johrr Holl lnclcr rrc rr lrc. l i t ionir l ists; rrnt i  u,hcrcls thc
l,=A= N =(;:  U =A=G = Ir rr,r ircrs lrc alrrxrst r l l  si tu rrtccl--cco-
nornicrr l  ly '  rrnrl  inst i tu t ionrr l  ly.--ou tsiclc t  l te :rcrt lcrr.r j ;  t  l tci  r
c ( )u l ) tc rp r r r ts ,  c r i t i cs  r r r rc i  poc ts  l l i kc ,  t>ccr . rP l ,  in rPor t r rn t
scho l r rs t i c  1 - ros i t io r rs . "  In  thc  in t roc l r . l c t i ( )n  t ( ) . r  l9 l l9  co l l cc -
t ion o1-e ssrrvs, lJcrnstcirr rr()tc( l  l t () \ \ ,  "cncourrruir.rg" hc l i r trnci
i t  [hi t  nt()st of thc 1-rocts u.ho n'rotc t irr  thc r,oluruc, hitnsclf '
incluclccl,  " i . trc n()t . i f} i l i . r tccl *, i th lu1, univcrsit t  rrrrcl  t l rcir  i rrvcs-
l igrt ions of poctics and pol i t ics continuc to bc concjtrctct l
u' i thorrt nruclr lnst i tr . l t iorrrr l  support."

A t  thc  l rcg inn ing  o t ' t l r c  1990s , : r l l  r l t i s  bcgan fo  chr rnnc .
Strddcnl l , ,  ycstcrcl irv 's ()utcxsts rrnt l  rcr,ol rrt ionlr ics s,crc nor
on lv  on  f inn l  cx l r r rs  b r r t  r r l so  n i ing l i r rg  r r r  thc  f i c r r l t v  loungc .
I r r  1990,  c lcsp i tc  l r i s  l r rck  r>1 'un  r rdvrurccd  dc l r rcc ,  l l c r r rs tc i r r
n'us n:rrrrccl thc l) lrvid ( ir l1'  I trofL'ssor of l) t>ctrY r i l l r i  l ,cttcrs
; r t  t l r c , 5 t x t c  L l r r i v c r s i t y  o l  N c u , Y o r k  l t  l J u f ' l i l o .  I I c  c < r
l i ru r rc lcd  l r r t l  nou ,  d i rcc ts  thc  L r r r i vc rs i t \ , , s  l )o r t i cs  I ' rogr l r t r ,
. rnc l  h is  rcccn t  l ) ( ) ( ) l (s  o l  c r i t i c i s rn  h : rvc  [ . l ccn  pr r t r l rshcd [ rv
I ' l l r v l rc l  lnc l  ( lh ic : rs ( )  ( though l rc  h r rs  cor r t in t rc t l  to  Pr rb l i s l r
lr is 1loctr l ,u, ' i th snlt l l  prcsscs strclt  l ts Surr ;urci Nloorr, ( irrnrrr. t ,
l looks, r irrcl  Mcou, I ' rcss). Susrrn Ho,uvc joincd lJclnsrciu .rt
l l u l l i l o  in  199 I .  Mcr r r rs ' l r i l c ,  l i ob  l )c rc l r r r i l r r  rc r r l rnc ( l  t ( )
schot>l in l9t l5 to clru rt  l t l r . l ) .  l t  l lcrkclcy, rurcl hc lrrnciccl
: r  job : rs : t  spccr . r l i s t  r r r  r r ro t l c rn is t  l i t c re t t r rc  i r r  1990 r r t  t l r c
L ln ivc rs i tv  o f ' l )enns l ,h , ln i r ,  , , r ,hc rc  hc  r rou ,  l r r rs  tcnr r rc .  I r r
I 9 9 U ,  I l c j i r r i e r r  r r , : r s  i r r v i t c r l  t ( )  t c r r c l )  l i r r : r  s c r r r c s t c r  r l l  t l ) c
P l . rcc  n r l rn l ,cons i t l c r  thc  [ r r rs t ion  o f ' t l r c  rvor l<s l rop  lv r i c ,  t l r c
Iou ' . r  lV l i t c rs ' !Vr rks l top ,  n ,h ic l r  in  r .cccn t  vc i l rs  I rus  opcr rc t r
up  t ( )  i l l t cn t r t t i vc  s11 ' l c5  o l  poc t r1 , .  " ' l ' l t c  s r t rc le  n ts  r l i c ln ' t  sccrn
to  l rc  i r rvcs tc r ' l  in  t l r c  o lc l  l l oc t r t 'u , l r rs  bc t rvccr r . r  rn . r i r rs t r .c . r r r r
r r r r t l  : rn  cx l rc r - i rnc r r t l l  n roc lc , "  l l c j i r r i r r r r  s r r t , s .  . ' ' l  l r c  l i r c t  t l r l t
I  u ' : rs  i r rv i t cc i  to  tcuc l r  t l r c rc  r r rc l r r rs  s ( )n tc t l l i l tg  i s  c l r r rnc i r rc , ' .
shc  po in ts  ( )L l t ,  \ \ ' r v lv  r rdd ing ,  " r r l t l rough o f ' cor r rsc  th is  co t r ld
j t rs t  l r c  sccr t  i l s  c ( )  ( )P l r r t i ( ) r r . "  l , c r l l rps  t l t c  n ros t  tu r rg ib lc  s i r r r r
o f  l i t c r ; i l v  cnnor r iz r r t ion  c ln rc  rv i th  thc  1994 p t rb l i c . i t ion  o l '
l 'otIutodtru Amtyicrtrt  l totIr1,;  A Ntrtort ArttboIoqt, ct l i r tcl
[rv l ' rrr l  I  I t>ovcr, w,lr ich r lcvorccr gcl le r()us sprlcc t() l .errgurruc
rv r i t i r rg  lnd  p l ; rcc t l  i t s  p r r rc t i t ioncrs  l i r r r r l t ,  ( ) l l  t l t c  o l l i c i : t l
r r r ; t1 r  o l  c ( )n tc lnp( ) rJ r \ ,  l i t c r : r t r r re  .

' l  
l r c  L . r r rg r r r igc  l ) ( )c t : i  h l t vc  cc r te in l t , c ( )n lc  l l  l o r re  u , : r \ , ,  [ r t r t

t l t>n ' t  cxPcc t  ( l l t : r l l cs  l Jc rns te  in  fo  knoc l<  I lo [ rc r t  I r r r rs l<1 ,  1 ;111
of  t l re  poet  l : tu rc l tc  ch . r i l  r rn l ' t i rnc  soor r .  , . l f ' s  l i r  l i onr  r rn t ,
k i r t t l  o l ' sL rcccss l r , r l  co t rp  d ' I t : r t  by  i ln \ r  \ t t . c tc l r  o l ' t l te  i r t r : rg i -
tr :r t ion," slvs l 'crclnrln. " l t 's lrrcf icr<ttrs, rc:r l l t , ,  u, lrcrr \<ru cotrnt
how nr;rrrv Lrrrrgrr lrgc u,r i tcrs lrc in t l tc lc:rr lcrtr1,." l rr  l ict,
Pr 'obr rb l l '  l cu 'c r  t l r r rn  i i  ( l ( ) l cn  l - . r r rq r r r rgc  Poc ts  l r . rvc  l i r r rnc l
[ )cnn ]nc l l t  c r r rP l< lv rDcnt  i r r  t rn ivc rs i t i cs ,  l t r t r l  r r r<>s t  ( ) f  i l t cn t
u'crc hirccl t() tc. lch I i tcrrt turc r l thcr t l t :rn [)octr\ ,  \ \ ,nrn]!1,
lcrrvrrrg crcrr i \ /c u,r ir i rrg [)r()grr lnrs sri l l  largelt ,  stel i ld [) \ , [)()crs
lcss  l rncn lb lc  t ( )  t l t c : t \ , ;1u t -g r r rc lc .  . , l f ' t ,ou  look  r t t  thc  c losc
to  300 c rc r r t i yc  t ' r i t ing  Pr ( ) t t r i . ln ts  in  t l rc  coLrn t1 .1 , , "  s l r1 ,s
Sil l inrrrrr,  "t l ic rrrrrnbcr oPcnctl  r .rp to or intcrcstcrl  in Lrtrrqu;rqc
nr i t ing  or  cnrp lo l , i1 lg  L .u tg r r r rgc  p ( )c ts  \ \ , ( )u l ( l  bc  l2  o r  l css .
It 's not l ikc thcse pcople l i rrvc t tkclt  ovcr thc r ic.rclcntr, !  \Vlrrrt
; tbo t r t  t l r c  ( ) t l t c r  2 lJ l l  sc l roo ls ) "



F,r 'cn thc lc;rcl ing l- irngLrlgc poe ts trc "st i l l  vir turr l lv
trt l rccoqtt izcd" b1, ofTici l l  vcrsc cuItrr lc, srrvs Pcrlof l ,  cur
rcnth' xn l l l rgl ish pr<;f 'cssor ir t  St lnf irrcl  Univcrsity. Arrcl in
hcr o1-r irrrorr,  r i ' i th thc cxccpti()n o1' LJPcnrr lncl IJros,rr,
"thc lvv Lcrrquc sclrools arc sri l l  incrct l ibl i , inhosl.r i trrblc t<r
cxpcri111cyl111rrrrrk." Indcccl,  rr l t l tough hc hls f l ' rr trrrct l  vcs
tcrcl;rr"s outsiclcrs, sr.rch rrs Olsorr, ( lrcclc1,, rrncl Ashbcrt ' ,  in
' 
I ht Vintnrrt Book ol'( )onttmpornt'.1' l7y rtr;ty7v1 hlgsylt (1990),
Yr lc 's  poc t ' c r i t i c  J . l )  Mc( l l r r t chv  I t r i s  l i t r l c  1 ' r l t i cncc  l i r r
rcccl)t  cxl)cn rtrctt t l t l  poct r\ , .  "  1,:rrr grr:rgc I)( )ct l ' \ , ,  l  i  kc < l t Icr-
f i r rn rs  o f ' c rpcr i r t rcn t , : rppcr r l s  ln ( ) rc  t ( )  t l t c  \ ' ( )Lu tg ,  t l r c  n to rc
lnn()ccnt, thosc rrho l tru'cn't  rclcl  :rs ntrrch rrncl l ' l to lrc
attr.rctcd to el i t tcr ing, ntoving objccts," Mc(l l l tchy srtvs.
"-[ 'hosc s,ho clon't  rcl l izc thlt  thcy crrn f incl in John l)r>nnc
or F,l izrtbct lr  l l ish<4r dcpth lncl contplcxitv about thc l t i rrn:rn
cxpcr icncc . . . .  For  n rorc  n l : r t r t rc  rc ; rc ic rs ,  i t ' s  bor inu . "
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i nd i f l t rcncc  . rn t l  rcs is t r tncc ,  t l r c  n r : r ins t rc r r r r r  las  t lhc t r  r r
g rc . l t c r  in tc rcs t  rn  L : inur t l rgc  p ( )c t rV  l l t c l r ' .  "For : r l l  i t s
str lrvcrsi vc cl :r i  r trs, " X.rvicr Ll n ivc r-sr I  t ,  proI cssor- Norrnl lr
F inkc ls tc i r t  rcccn t lv  cor ln rc r r tcc l ,  " l , lngLr lgc  [ ) ( )c t rv  i s
c r i rdu i i l l r '  ( lud  I r . rpp i l v )  bc i r rg  . r t rsor ' t rc t l  b1 '  t l t c  r r r r i vc r
sit t , .  "  Fi ls inst i trr t ionl l  .rcccptrrncc dcfrrrrscd :u)()t l lcr r\ ' ; l r) t
g ; r r t l c i  " l ron ic l l l v ,  thc l ' ' r ' c  bccr r  l i r l r l c t l  l i kc  cgg u , l r i t cs
i r t to  thc  c r r l tu r l l  n t i x , "  says  A, {c ( l l r t t c l ry .  Says  lVcrn l rc rgcr ,
" ' l ' hc1 ' .u 'c  l r t t t ' s t r i I tg  cx i l c t l y  t l r c  s r ' rn rc  k i r r r l  o I ' r r r i t l r l I c  c l : rss
c l rcc r is rn  as  thosc  in  thc  c rcJ t tvc  u  r i t ing  l ) r ( )g r rn ts  thcY
( ) [ )p ( )sc .  I lou  is  ( ] l ra r lcs  l Jcnrs tc in 's  c l r t io rve t l  ch . r i r -  . rn r
cl i f l l ' rcnt f ionr ( irr lu,r) '  KinncII 'sf "

"'l'hc c:rsicst th irrg t o tft r is shor.r t cltrccrist " \\,lrclr solncorrc
is  s t rcccss f i r l ,  rc to r ts  Pcr lo l ] .  " l  th ink  i t ' s  nor rscnsc  ro  s r rv
t l i l t  ( lh r r r l cs  l l c r r rs tc in  o r  : ln \ '  ( ) t l t c r  L . rngr r . rec  u ,n tc r  l r . rs
so l t l  ou t  to  c r rp r t l l i sn r . "  13ut , : rs  cvcn  I )c r l t> f l ' concc t lcs ,  thc
p( )c ts  i l r c  l r l r r - r l l v  Yr>r rng ' l \ r rks  : r r r t ' rnorc .  "Yor r  c i l l ) ' t  l ) c
opposit ionl l  l i rrcvcr, cicclclc l f icr clcc.rclc," shc srl \ /s.

As  A l . i r r  ( io lc l ing  o1 ' t l rc  L . l r r i vc rs i t t ' o l  l .o r r i sv r l l c  l ro in r t
()ut in his 1995 stuclr, ,  I .rom (hi lon,to Ohtssic: Ontuttts ut
Am t r i  r  r . t  r t  1)or ' trn ( lVisct>nsr rr ) ,  l i tcr lrry ( )ut l i i$,s :rrc cit  hcr
cltrotr izccl ()r l i )rg()t tclr .  "Crit icisur o1'Llngueuc n'r i t inr- l 's
;rssi rni l :r t iorr i  n t  o t  hc :rclclcnrl , ,"  tvr i  t  cs ( iolcl ing, "t 'csts orr
ln irnpossiblc, lhistorical u' ish I irr  l rr  iclcologicrr l l l ,  purc,
unc()nt l lnr in:1tccl l rvl tnt gerclc t lr l t t  srrcccssfir l l f ,  rcsists r ()
( )P t i ( )n  [ ) \ , thc  ins t i t t r t ion  th i l t  i t  r t t : rcks . "  I s  thc rc  rn ( ) t l )c r
:r l tcrnrrt ivc l i rr  o1'rpositrorr l l  :rr t istsl  ( iolding nuirrtrr i trs r l r :rr
bccnusc L: ingLragc p()cts :rrc "highlv sclt lconsciorrs :rbout
thcir inst i tut ion:r l  rclrrt iorrs," t l tcv no'rv hrrvc thc oppor-
tunity t() ch:rugc t lrc rrcrclcurt '  f iorrt  * i thin t() tr()uut i l l t
" instrtutronl l  cr i t iqr.rc of c<>ntcnrpor:r l t ,  rvr i t iug : int l  rc.rdins.
hirbits." Likc l  spy in thc cncmv crnrp, : l  p()ct l ikc l lc lrrstcin
or l)crclnran ciut fLlnct iol l  us "r i  contpl ici l t ing prcscncc
u,i t l -r in thcsc rtrst i tr ,r t ions."

( io lc l ing 's  p roposa l  s tnkes  sontc  rs  ( ) \1c r l ) ,  ( )p t in t i s r i ( .

"  I  rcspcc t f i r l l y  c i i s r rg rcc  u ' i th  A l : ru  ( ) l t  rhc  n ( ) t i ( ) l t  ( ) f

L r rngur rgc  poc t r \ "s ' l l rov is ion : i l l 1 ,  con tp l i c i t  rcs is t lncc '
n' i thin t l tc acrrclctn1,," stys Stcyc l ' )r ' rr trs, l1 lssist lr .r t  p16'
lcssor l t  thc Univcrsit i '  of Mainc rncl ln ldr 'ocrrtc of ' thc
poctry of ' thc ncu,gcncr:rt ion nrpping r l t  L: l l tguirgc p()ct l- \ ,r \

'Fh<> (>(flrar,l siE*ns in

I- - l, = IIf= lG| -fJ -;\- tGi =E

clr<>x. &r,tterrt;i<rn to the

r-n€Lt(Drizr,litJr of rvords-

hcc ls .  L ikc  sor r rc  o f ' l r i s  con tc rnpor l r r i cs ,  I . l v r r r rs  fcc ls  sonrc
u  l r l t  l c t  t lou ,n  l ry  t l r c  t : rn t i r r r t  o l ' thc  n rovcr r ]cn t ' s  ( ) r ig i l l i l l ,

r : r lhc r  hcro ic  p ro jcc t .  " ' l ' l t c  cn tc rpr isc  o f  c re r r t ing  l r r  l l t c r
r l : l t l vc  s [ ) . rcc  i r r  Ar r tc r i c l r r r  c t r l t r r rc  [ ro t to r r rc r l  ( )u t , "  1 . , \ ' : rns
srn 's .  "  l l r c  L . rngr rauc  poc ts  i r r tcn t lc t l  to  t r lns f i r r r t r  thc  ins t i
t r r t r ( ) l t .  [ r r r t  t h c  i r r s t i t L r t i o n  t r e r t s l o r r r r c t ]  t h c r l . "

In 
'l 

bt Lnst Ayant-()nrr{t: 
'l 

ht Mnhiry1 ot''ttrtc Ncn, Tivk
.\r l . tool ol l 'otts( l99tt),  thc poct :rrrt i  crrt ic l)rrvid Ir lrrrr.rrr rcjccrs
lhc notion th:rt  LirngLrrruc poctr l 'c lcscrvcs t() bc cl l lct l  lv lnt-
gi lrdc. In lr is o1-r inion, "thc L:rnurr lgc Sch<xrl looks rnocicrn
br r t  snrc l l s  o f ' thc  r r l rscunts .  I t  cou lc l  r ro t  cx rs t  ou ts ic lc  o f  thc
ttnivcrsit \ ' ."  [ ,cl l rr :rrr 's brolrt lcr : trguntcl l t  is thlt t  thc Ncu,
York Schor>l of 'pocts, rt  sr()up t l tr t t  incluclccl F'mnk () 'Harrr,

Jolrn Aslr lrcrr ' ,  rnt l  I(cnncth l(oclr,  \ \ 'crc t l tc "Ltst :ruthcutic
ir\ / t l l r t  g;rr( lc nt()vclne nl. . . in Antcriclrn poct[t , ."  l -eltnttn, rvh<l
is scrics ccl i trrr of '  I  l tc rrntrLrrr l  lJtst Awtrtcnn 1)rarn,, spccu
letcs thrrt  rhc ir lcl  of ' t l rc rrvrurt-rrarclc nrrry no k>rrqcr bc viablc,

Pcrhrt l-rs bcclt tsc "t lrcrc is rto rr lr l  rcsistrrncc t() thc lrcw."
Lchnrrtn mrtv l ' rc paint inu t lrc contrrrst bctrvccn thc Ncrv

Yorl< .School lnt l  thc Lrrrrgu;.rgc p()cts t()() starkly. For rnrrnl,
vc. lrs, the Langulgc 1-rocts ci icl  susti l i l t  rru l l tcrnatc l i tcrary
rrnivcrsc rvit l torrt  :rc:rclcntic cr lployrncr.rt  ()r supp()rt .  And
t l rc  Ncu ' \ i r rk  Schoo l  poc ts  wcrc  h l rc l l v  L rn t i r in tc t l  by  thc
lc r rdcnr \ , :  Lchrur r r r ' s  bohcr l i r r r  l r c rocs  hc ld  I r1 '  Lc r rguc
;rt lvrrnccd clcgrccs, W.FI. Audcn r '"r ' :rrclct l  thc Yalc Youugcr
l)octs prizc to Ashtrcry, 's f i rst bool<, md I(och Ir ls lrccn l
(  lolunrbi:r plol issor f irr  f i rr t l '  1,c11'5.

Lchrnr rn  ins is ts  t l r l t  hc  i s  n<>t  n r ( )un t ing  "a  c r i t i c l l  a t t rck
<rrr tlrc L.rngurrgc p()cts ts i-rt>cts--thci"vc rvorkccl hard ltt,
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i t - lnd somc arc rcal ly inte rcst ing pocts." But hc bcl icvcs
that thc kinship bcfu,ecn larguage poctry lncl thc lclclcnry

by dcfinition dcprivcs thc movcment of irvlnt-gardc strtus:

"'fhe iclcl of an :rcaclenric nrovcn-rcnt thlt is avlnt glrrcic
is oxanroronic. 

'fhey 
arc ;rolar oppositcs. Whcn Mrnct u,as

al) rval l t  gardc cxcrnpl lr ,  [rc wrrs in contr lcl ist i l tct i()n t()
Bouguercau rnd thc rcaclemy. Whcn Jacksor.r Pol lock
appcarcd scorvl ing ancl looking l ikc a hor.rscpaintcr un(lcr
thc captior.r ' ls hc thc l l rcrtest l iv ing painte r in thc Unitccl
Statcsf in LiJe rntgtz, inc, i t  rvrs rr sl lp irr  thc l icc of ' thc
Metropolitan Muscum of Art. But lvhcn a sclx)ol of'p()ctrv
is cntrrcly acaclcnric-its rcrrricrs, pr.rctjti()ncrs) sr.rpp()rtcrs
are a-ll lcadcrnic-horv is it rvzu-rt-uarc1cl"

I } IJ1T - }  T I IA IF ' f , ' I  I - (D  I IA .  ID
about thc lclclcnryf Is i t  rcrr l ly so t l lnglcrous l i rr  poctryl
Evcn krngtimc al l ics of 'Llnguagc poctry cl isrgrcc ()n rhis
qucsl i()n, artd tcnsiorr lrrrs incrcascr' l  l rctt ,ccn t lrosc u,ho
havc joincd thc lcadcmic r lnks, such rs l lolr l )crclrruru,
lncl t l tosc rvlto hlvcn't ,  srrch rrs l(on Si l l inrrrn.

Aticr rnrny ye rrs of'cor-nmur)it)/ organizing'.utci cditing
tbc Sotialist lltyitn,, Sillirrren starrcc'l ."r,orking in thc corl
puter industry in 1989. Alt lrough hc hrs taught on occa-
sion, hc sl1,s hc has trrnrccl clorvn of lcrs of ' tcrrrrrc tr lck
posit ions, not only becausc hc distrusts thc inst i tut ion,
u,hich hc sccs rrs "fcuclil lncl hicrerchicll," but llso bcclrsc
of '"thc signif icrrut prty cLlt ." Unlikc sonrc of 'his cohorts,
rvl to l tr tvc lrccrt blckccl <>l ' l rr tc bv sLrch ult ivcrsinr l)rcsscs us

Wcslcyan, C:r l i fbrnia, ancl Ohiclgo, Si l l i rnur I t ls contiuucci t<r
publish cxchlsivcly n' i th sntl l l  prcsscs l ikc l l .oof l loohs ancl
Mcon,Prcss. Si l l inr ln spe lks highly of 'his du' jr>b;lnd irs cffccr
on lr is 1'roctry. " l t  gi i .cs l t)c i lcccss ancl insight into lrspccts ol
thc r.rnivcrsc I cor"r lcin' t  othcrrvisc scc," hc slys. " l l .clet ionslr i i rs
otttsi t lc thc lcrtclcrtty, in e rton[rrot i t  r trglnizntion ()r c\/cn l l )
ln Sj80 bi l l ion conrputcr c()nrptulv, lre r luch lcss fcrrcl l l  rurd
irrc oi icn Lrlsccl on c(x)pcri i t i l tg tvi th orrc rrrx)t l lcr.  I t 's n<>t
ptrr i t \ ,orrc is lrxrking f irr ,  bLrt i t  is r-rscftr l  to l<xlk for rr u, 'ork
plrtcc thrrt  t locsn't  lct ivclv c\/ isccrttc, ctnlscul ir tc, rrrrr l  opplcss
thc incl iviciurl ."

l lcrustcirr,  on thc ot lrcr hlncl,  ckrutrts thrrt  thc rtc.tr lcnt l ,
is r lorc opprcssivc thlr-r <>thcr profcssions. Mrvtrc in t l tc cor

Porrttc tvor- l t l  thcrc is " l tr  iutcrnrr l  r lyr 'rrr ' t-r 'a thrrt 's l iccr thrrn
r t  t l l c  S t r tc  Un ivcrs i tv  o f 'Ncrv  York , "  I te  s : rys ,  bu t  " l l r c  c re  -

i i t i v i t y  th r t ' s  cncor r r r tgc t l  thc re  i s  r l l  r t l ro r r t  r r r . rx rn r iz i r rg  t l i c
p ro f i t s  o l ' thc  corpor r t t ion  ! "

A t  thc  1997 dcb l tc  i r r  the  l i ; rs t  V i lhgc  ; rbo t r t  l ,e rc ln t r rn 's
' l ' l te 

Marqmnlizntioyt 0f '  l )0rtry, Si l l inrrrrr cxprcssccl his prcs-
srrnisrrr .r lrout thc l)r()spccts ol pocts in thc rrclclcnt\/ .  I  Ic
shrrrply'cplcst ionccl his l i ie ncl 's dccisiorr to n,r i tc r l ic historv
ol l , l rrrgtr lg,c [)()ctr\ / 'JS ln lrcrrclcnric nrortograph. lJccltrrsc lr is
brxrk conftrrnrccl to "rtornt:rt ivc lcrrclcrnic cl iscoursc." Si l l i rnrur
l trgrrcd, l)crclnltn u. 'rrs gitr i l ty of 'cxplrt ininq , l \ \ ' i lv t l tc indc-
t crrnin:rcics altd t iu)t i l )  g thc dif l icult ics of '  l , rrr gu egc p()ctrv.

I r r  h is  c lc fcnse,  l )c rc l r r r ln  c ( )n tcs tcd ,s i l l i rn r rn 's  " r l c r r r< r
tt izrt t  iort " ol '  thc lclclctn\, . ' l i r  cl isnt iss r 'rcrrclcrtr i :r  l 'holcsl lc
pcr ' l l c t ru r tcc i  t l t c  ln t i  i l l t c l l cc tL t i r l i s ln  t l l : r t  L .u r !4u : lqc  l ) ( )c t r \ r

..NOT EVEN A VOW OF
OBEDIENCE COULD MAKE ME

SING A SONG I DID NOT HEAR.' '*
[ : rorrr  lohn Dorrr in ic ( - rossan, who launchcd thr  currcrr l  d iscussion ol '

t hc  h i s (o r i ca l  l e sus .  con r r s  t h i s  r evcn l i ng  rne rno i r  o l  l r i s  j o r r r r r t ' y  l r r r n r  i r
l r a t l i l i o t r a l  l r i s l r  ( . a t l r o l i c  upb r i ng i r r g  t o  t l r c  hc i gh t  o l  r e l i g i o r r s  ( ( ' n l r ( ) \ r r r sy .

" . .  .  r n o v i n g . . .  r l i s l l l a y s  t h c  l : r r g c  l r r a r t  u n r l  I r u n r a n c  h r s l o r v  l l r e l
havc  rnac l c  I t - r ' o ssan ]  a  p rophc t  o I  t he  r ca l  u r can ing  o l  J csus . "

- J l r r r cs  (  l r r r o l l ,  i l u l l l ( ) r  o l  A r r  A r r r c r i r r n r  l l t ' r l t r r c r r r

"A  g r ca t  na r r i r t i \ ' ( ' !  
- l  

h i s  boo l<  g r v t ' s  t hc  r c r r c l c r  a  r a r c  i ns i gh t

i n t o  ( ) ne  o {  t l r c  g r ra t  l i g r r r cs  o l  c ( ) l l t cn t l ) o ra r } ' ( - l r r i s t i a r r i t y  as

wc l l  as  an  awa rcness  o l  t hc  cvcn t s  t ha t  movcc l  h i s  l i l c . "
- John  Shc l l r y  Spo t rg ,  au lhu r  o l  Ho r '  /  . 5 t a r rd

r 1  I  r r t t t  W t r '  l t u t t  l i l t l t t t u t y

4 z r rE HarpcrSa nlirancisct-r
A l )n t : to t r  o f  I  l r rpcrCo l l ins [ 'uL l tshL , t  s
rv rv rv .  l r . l r  pc r  e ( ) l l i  ns .c ( t r l

aurhor  o f  The l f i s to r ica l  J tsu
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rlwa)/s opposccl. "Cm re al poctrv onlv cxist ir-r autonoffr()r.rs
nrarginsf " l )crclnran askccl.  " l f  r 'our answcr is an unclual-
i t icd vcs, thcn mv book wil l  bc a conrpl ici tous, not r() sa)/
:r  fhl lcn, rct.  l lut,  c()ntc ()n, i f  you'rc going to clcnror-r iz.c
runivcrsit ics-u'hcrc arc thcsc othcr, r , l l ic l  rvorkplaccsf "

"A t  thc  ccn tc r  o f  t l t c  a rgurncnt  bc twecn Pcrc lman
and Sil l inr:rn," slvs ( iolci ing, "arc nvo dif fcrcnt vlslolts
of thc tt l t tvcrsitr ' -  

' i 'hc 
f irst vrcrv sccs i t  as a possiblc vcl-r iclc

f irr  social clr: ingc, rvhcrc l ibcratorv thinking c"n gct d()ne .
Thc  c ( )u r ) tc r r rgur 'ncn t ,  S i l l i rnan 's ,  i s  r  v is ion  o f  thc  r rn i -
vc ls i t y  l s  r r  rncc i ru rn  o f ' soc ia l  con t ro l . "

No one vrcl,s thc lcaclcn-ry rrs I  rrtopian lnst i tut ion, but
s() lnc pocts rrncl cr i t ics dcf-cnd thc valuc of introduciug stu-
dcnts to unconvcntional rvr i t ing. Hcj inian sccs a c()nt inuir) '
bct ' ,r ,ccrr cxpcrinrcntal rvr i t ing lncl tcaching. " lsn't  t l rc
avant 1;rrclc lllvlvs pctlagogical," shc n,rotc in My Lit''c.
For hcr, "t hcrc's rrn afhnirv bctwccn r,l.het l-angr.ragc p()ctr\/
tr ics to ctr ancl u,hat g<xrcl te aching tr ics to do: cf l l 'ct  socir l
chrrngc rrnd progrcss. I l .cl l ly good tclching tr ics to f irstcr
ir-rtcl lcctrr:r l  crcxt ivi ty lncl cncour:r11c pcoplc to takc intcl-
lcctuarl  l isks. rurcl good poctry clocs cxactly thc si intc thin!1."

,,1 !l l, /1, F\r(* U,l(+ It ID(D li-'f I3Y'!l
rrost prrbl ic f i ' rcc :rrrcl  ls thc I-tnqutgc p()ct rnost clccply
cnglucd iu thc urr ivcrsitv, SL.l tr-Y l l rr l l i lo 's ( lhlr lcs I lcrnstcrn
takcs thc nt()st f l rrk. A rcccnt attack by I{rcharcl Kostclrnctz
rn Amrican liltoh lleyin.p, firr cxrrr-nplc, illcgccl drat llcrnstcin's
litcmry politicking involvccl "r firnc1lrntcntallv fiscist stratcgX',"
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crt ing:ts cvidcncc l lcrnstciu's l i i l t rrc t t> ntcnti()n ccrt l in cxpcr-
irncntll u'ritcrs in ;t rcccnt css;r]'. I(ostclrnctz :rls() snccrcc'l at
"t lrc clcslrcrrtc clcsirc of 'sonrc cl iclLrcs Io:rccluirc .r t t :nurcdac,l
clcnric 1-rosition lrc{irrc it is t<xr htc." (iivcn l}crnstcin's cnclrx'",ccl
chir ir ,  his rrnivcrsit l ,  prcss-publishcd books, his l icclucnt pr-rbl ic
lcctr,rrcs, ancl his Supcr ii<xvl tclcvision conrnrcrcirl, Wcirrbcrgcr

Literary Theory
An Anllvt lnrnr' . , - ' ' . - . ' . ' . . . . . \ /
Editcd @ JllLlE RIVKIN aarl
MICHAII, RYAN
Acquirc :r comprehcnsivc knowlulge of the
lnost reccnt developnrenLs in critical ths)ry
whi le becoming expert  in the t radi t ion
from which thc ncw theories rlcrive
Lilerary fheory: An Antholagy contains
cl;rssic texLs fronr fonnirlisnr, Stnrctrrmlism,
Marxisnr,  I 'sycho;rnalysi i ,  l )ec0nstrucl ion,
llistoricisnl and ltnrinism, in well ;u cutting
edgt: work by hading thenreticians in suclr
frelds irs I'ost-Modernisrn, (lLritural Studies,
I'ost-(loloniul (lritjcisnr, (iay/Lsjbian Studirs,
Ithnic Studrs arrrl frlnr
r t t )N  -  6  x  t )  -  t r t2  r^ ( ;€s

o-6 l r -zoo1r -o  -  TAnERBAcK
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loe o1rtr)ositi.t>nzDl

F(DR,rcI'ElI39''
s8]trrs Perloff-

Native American
Women's Writing
An AnthololXt c. 1800 1924
Editad h.y KAR"EN t. KILCIJP

l)iscovcr this riclrly intcru,oven colltrtion of
work hy well'known figurs such irs l'auline

.fohnson, Srrralr Winnemucca and Zitkal;r,a, :is
wcll ;r.s isis familiur writcn including Narcissa
Owen, ilulfrlo llirol Wontan, l\1lry Jernison, Ora
liltllernan Ittrrl, Sophi;r Alice (llilahan, Owl
Wonran rrnd futnelte Leevicr Anonymourly
attthorccl "women's texls" arc also inciudul,
l long wrt l r  wr i t jng by chi ldren and youtrg
a(lrrlL\
J t r L Y  r o o ( )  6  x r  ' , 1 6 4 t ^ ( i [ s
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BLACI(WELI
-iartr
Bostott, lA . Oxford, UK

For mw infotulion on all $lxcls of ow scbohtly tefls, buths, refmra: rutrials, md joumab .

Phone: l-800-216-25?2, Fox: l/81).38&8210, Phone: t-800-835-6770, for (/81f388.8232,

BrodenrYour hlh,
Vith superb anthologies from Blackwell Publishers

Children's
literature
An Anlhcthgy lB0/-1902
Dditad h.t- PITER lltlNT

Iixplorc works lronr wnten :rs divene lrs Mari;r
Edgeworth, Lclwarrl Le;rr, LoLris:t I\'1ay Alcott,
0ulherrnc I':rrr Tr:rill, 0h:rrkrs Kingslcy, Iloratio
Algcr Jr, Sus:rn 0oohdgc, l\'1:uk 

'lVrrin, 
Itobcfl

l,0urs Stevenson, I.lthel 
'l1rner, 

l'honrrrs llarrly,
Fr;tttcu llorlgson illrmrtl Nnd I.lwlyarrl Kiplirrg
in thls new anthology of nrnctccnth-centLrry
lirrglish langLrage chrldrcn's litcratLrre. Filitcd
by onc of thc learling scholars in children's
i ikrr l ture s ludrcs.  th is cnter la in ing and
scholrrrly irntho|lg iealurrs 0ver 120 conrplctr:
work, poerns, storres, and cxtracls fronr novels.
(x :TonER looo -  6  Y .  x  I  Y4  4 t6  l {c ,Es ,

E
e-moil: books@blockwellpub.rom e-moil: sublcrio@blockwelloub.rom
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quips th;rt  " l lcrnstcin is ln cst lbl ishncnt f igr lrc irr  u,avs

John Orou,c l \ansonr ncvcr r ircrntccl of."
lJut lJcrnstcin, thc author ofntore thrn nvcnrt '  books

ot 'poctrr, ,  st i l l  thinks o1'hirnse l f ' rs a gadflv. "Vcrsc is bonr
f icc but cvcrvrvhcrc in chl ins," he u,rote irr l ' r is letcst book.
" l t  h:rs bccn rny projcct t() rrt t lc thc ch;r ins." At t i fn' ,
l lcrnstcin ts sl igl t t lv b:r lcl ing rrrrd bcspectaclct l ,  rvi th I  ntrs
chicr '<>r.rs gl int in lr is ct 'cs. r mz.()r shrrp rvit ,  encl r l i rrrrr i-
clablc anc' l  cxube rrnt 111y l ' i th u,olds. I- lc is qr-r ick t() tdnri t
thrrt  hc is rrs inf lr-rcnccd by ( iroLrcho Mlrx rs by l(rr l  Mlrr,
lnd his brancl of irrcvcrent, r'lisrtrptivc conrcdv tlrrrn,s on
Lcuny l l rr ,rcc lucl Woody Allen rrs nluch rs Al lcn ( i insbcrg

or Fnnk O'Hua. Lr rrll his rcsdcss, iurbitious work, llcrnstcin
scchs to pcrpclr. l t tc rr, l r l t  hc cl l ls (borrorvirrg l iom thc
phikrsophcr Strnlcy Olr,cl l)  thc "rrvcrsion of confirrnriry"
rrt the ltcrrrt of-thc Anrcricut intcllcctLurl trlclitiotr ol l..nrcrson
rutcl ' l 'horcrrrr.  A t irclcss pr()\ ' ()c: l tcur, I le rnstcin is pnrblblv
bcttcl  knou'n f irr  his cl i t ic:r l  rvr i t i rre t lr ;rn l i rr  l r is poctr1,.
His inn<>r'rrtivc, gcrtrc- bcntling cssilys ( sonrc ol'u,hiclt tppcirr
irr  vclsc l i rrrrr )  of l l l  rrrt  rnsprrccl blcrrd of 'contrr l i :ur polcuric,
. tcrrtc lnalt 's is, arrci rrrt t ic l lul t i ()r.

l l c r r rs tc i r r  c locs  r r t> t  p lc lc r r t l  to  bc  l i cc  l ionr  thc  t . r i r r t
o f  c r rp i t l l i sn r  o l  i t s  ins t i tu t ions ,  r i ,h ich  hc  sccs  r rs  u t r i c l r . r i
Io t rs .  " l ' cop lc  r i c t  r i s  i f ' r rss iu r i l l t i on  in to  thc  uu ivc rs i t t '  i s
thc rrrost t l rrngcnlrs kincl,  bLrt thclc urc s() n):. l l lv kinds t>f
r tss i t t t i l l t i on .  Ass imi le t io r r  i s  cvcry rvhcrc , "  hc  l r ru r rcs .  l )o
p( )c ts  lun  thc  r i sk  t> l  l r . rv i t rg i  thc i r  lu tonon) ] -  c ( )n lp ro-
nr iscc l )  "A l l  cu l tu r i t l  l r lL ' ,  . r l l  l r r rg ,u lgc ,  i s  nbor r t  c ( )u rpr ( )

ruisc-that 's rvhlt  i t  is. ' l ' l -rc iclcl  thl t  thcrc is a [)urc spi lcc
is nrir . 'c lnd possiblv clcmagogic," hc slys. " ' l 'he ()nly unas-
sirni latcd poct is thc dcrcl poct rvho ncr,cr rvr()te rnvthing. "
l l c  ob jec ts  t ( )  thc  no t i ( )u  tha t  bc ing  x  p ( )c t  iu  thc  un ivc r -
sitv is " ipso fhcto arr cxlrnplc of hypocrisy." In I lcrnstcin's
opinion, "thc inte rcst inl i  clucsti() l t  is not rvhctlrcr ir  p()ct hirs
rr job but u,h..rt  hc or shc lor.r rvi th i t ."

So n' l t l t  I trrs lScrnstcin [rccn r loing rvith l t isf At lJrrf ] i lo,
hc rlirccts thc influcntial ancl ur-rconvcnrionrl Poe tics l,rogritrrr,
u 'h rch  s incc  l99  l  l r r rs  s r . ln tcc l  Ph. l ) . ' s  to : r  n ' l to lc  c roP o l
poct cr i t ics w,lro rrrc intcrcstcd in thc avlnt glrt lc lnd lrc
n()\\ '  tcrrchi l tg :rrouncl thc corrntry, suclt  as U(,-srrrrte ( lr trz 's

l 'ctcr ( i izzr lnd Llnivcrsiq, of Mainc's l lcnj lnr in Frie cl l :rndcr.
I n  1 9 9 4 ,  h c  f i r u r r r l c t l  t h c  l i l e  c t r o r r i c  l ) o c t r v  ( l c n t c r

( l r ttp : //*,i n gs. tr u f lir k r. c ti r.r / ey-> c / ), ;t vrsr Wc b c o rn p c n tl i u m
ol tcxts rrnd hrrks rclrrtccl to innovlt ivc p()ct l '1, rvhiclr clcscri lrcs
i tsc l f ' l s  "onc  o f ' thc  f i rs t  s i t cs  evcr  to  p rov ic lc  r r  co l labor l -
t ion  l rc t * ' ccn  t l rc  u r r i vc rs i t t ,  lnc l  t l t c  in r rovr r t i vc  l , r i t ing  co tn
Irutt i tV." 

' l 'hc 
srrnrc ),cr lr  l )c inlrrglrr l tccl thc l)oct ics List,  ln

c  ru r t i l  l i s tsc rv  f i rcLrscr l  o r r  cxpc l i r t rc r . r t l l  poc t r r ' ,  t r ' l r i c l r  toc l r t ,
h ls  : r rour rd  c igh t  hu t rc i rcd  p t r t i c ip i in ts .

l lcrr lstci l t  I t ls rcqtt l ; tr l t ,  cotr l i6tt tccl p1;ctr ' \"s [)()\ \ ,crs thrl t
bc, sl t i l iz- ing thcir cl ichi 's, p()r ' l tp(rslt \ , ,  ()r ni l l r()\ \ ,  r ' isrou. A
f r i l r t r io t rs  p iccc  i r r  h is  l rook  My Wav\  1999) r l rcu , r r r rcnr i ( ,n  r ( )
tlrc tirccl c()nvcnti()it.llitt' of' Nrlr Torht:r;t<>ctt"r,, lrv slrorving
th : r t  v i r t r r ; r l l t , cvcr \ /  [ ) ( )c t ] t  in : r  f i r r r r - r t ron th  pcr io t l  con t . r i r rc t l
inilgcs rcLrtcd t() \\'iltcr. Lrst ycitr, in his cssav "Aglinst Nltional
l ' oc t ry  Mont l r  As  Suc l r , "  l t c  l rguc t l  t l r i r t  t l r c  l rcu ' r r r r r r r r : r l  ins t i

Defy the
Darkness
A Tale of
Courage in
the Shadow
of Mengele
By Joe Rosenblum
with David Kohn
Iroreword by
Dav id  A .  Hacket t

"Joe Rosenblum's story of survival through
the Holocaust  is  a remarkable ta le of
resourcefulness,  ingenui ty and luck,  which
is a l l  the more powerfu l  for  i ts  d i rect  and
stra ight forward narrat ivc."

Rabbi  Andrew Baker
Director  of  European Affa i rs

The American Jewish Commit tee

"You' l l  be cry ing and you' l l  be cheer ing as
this teenager,  wi th a wi l l  to surv ive against
al l  odds though he's reduced to a starv ing
animal ,  outwi ts the Nazis at  their  own
game. l t 's  an emot ional ly  charged saga."

Arthur Hiller, Film Director
Praeger Trade . October . 320 pages
0-275-96862-6 . 524.95

Parenthood Lost
Healing the Pain after Miscarnage,
St i l lb i r th,  and Infant  Death
Written and Edited by
Michael  R.  Berman, M.D.

Dr.  Berman of  the Yale Unrvers i ty  School  of
Medic ine shares his ins ights f rom his expc-
r iences help ing parer l ts  deal  wi th their  gr ief
and unravels the confusing genet ic and
mcdical  causes of  miscarr iage,  st i l lb i r th,
and infant  death.
Bergn & Carvey'Iradc . Novembcr . 224 pagcs
0-89789'614-9 . $74.e5

Why Parents Matter
Parental  Investment
and Chi ld Outcomes
By Nigel  Barber

"The 'nurturc 
assumpt ion, '  that  good par-

t ' n t i ng  i s  impo r t . r n t  I i r r  ch i l d  dcv i i l opmcn t .
has recent ly '  been under surpr is ing 

^at tack.

l f  you wanf to know why the assumpuon ls
correct ,  read th is book.  I i  orovides an excel-
lent  overv iew of  the essent ia l  research."

David Popenoe
I'mfessor of Smiology, Rutges Univenity

Author of Li/e Without Fatlw
Bergin & Ciaruey Trade . Septcmber . 232 pages
0-89789-725-0 .527.95

The Politics of
|ames Bond
Irrom I: leming's
Novels to the
l l ig Screen
By Jeremy Black

Use s  the  p lo ts  and
ch.rracterizations in
Flt 'ming's novels and
the blockbuster f i lms
to place James Bond
i r r  a h istor ical  and pol i t ical  context .
l'raeger Tradc . Novembcr . 256 pagcs
0-275'96859-6 . 524.95

Retreat to the Reich
The Cerman Defeat in lrrance, 

'l944

By Samuel W. Mitcham, Jr.
"J 'he greatest  mer i t  of  th is work is  the
author's insight into the Cerman Army and
its officers. Itls a solid contribution to the lit-
t:raturt: on World War TWo." Gene Mueller

I lenderson State Univers i ty
I'jraeger Trade . September . 304 pages
0-275-96857-X. $U.50

Spmeem
16ls---J' ERGIN &GARVEY
Distributed to the trade by National llurk Network

1-800_462_6420
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identirics. 
'fheywrcstle 

widr mlrcd ftclings about rhc rvarrr-
gardc u.rci about dre viabilirv of its old nilrarivcs of shock,
rupture , and marginaliry. "l scenr to / havc lost nry avant-
garde card ,/ in thc laundry," Pcrclmur wrotc iu I rcccpt
poern. "Thcy say that's / typical."

I  IN EI-IT-4\B I , I . ,  1f  I IE
ncxt t i r ing is alrcady slouching torvlrd our culrurr l  con-
sciousncss, rvaitir-rg to bc bonr. A ncw gcncration of post-
Lurguagc pocts is couring ofage-p()cts wltr hlvc itbsolbccl
Lurguagc p()ctry bllt questi()l-l how it hls bccu rbsorbcd.
' l 'hcse 

youngcr writcrs, rvho lbnl l  ruuch nrorc cl i l lusc rncl
lcss coltesive conrnrunity thrn thcir prccicccssors, hlvc
strrtcd t lrcir <rwn nrlgrzincs, hkc Chain, ' l l te Ocrm, Ltrtcc,
Apex oJ'the M, Lm.gJull! utcl Combo, fillccl with pocts likc
l)ctcr ( i izzi,  Icnnitcr Moxlcy, ( l l rr is Strof l i r l ino, )ul i tnl
Spahr, Lisa Jarnot, Hrrryette Mullen, Ansclur Bcrr igrrn,
l ,cc Alu l l rorvn, lnr l  Mlrk Wllhcc (to nrtnrc I  hlrrr l f i r l
llrrl()n g ln'Jl)y) rnlutv othcrs ).' l ' l lcsc 

p()cts havc t:rkcn ntuch l ionr l , lnglulgc p()ctry--
thc dcvotion to cxpcl inrcut, t l rc f i rsciurtt ion lvi th l ln
gulgic ls e rrrccl iunr, thc crrr iosity lbout l i tcr lrr l ,  l rr t l  crr l trrr l l
thcory, thc use ofdisjr-rnct ion ancl f iagntcntl t ion, rrnd thc
skcpticisnr lbout csscnti l l ,  st lblc sclfhood. l lut t l tcy r lucs
ti t .rn somc ol ' i ts str icr pol i t ic:r l  eud ecsthctic proscri l ' r t ious,
and thcy trc put ol l ' l rv i ts cortrnrodi l icrrt ion ;rs tn ()rga

nizcd movcnlcnt. 
' l 'hcv 

lrc implt icnt with rts austcri ty,
i ts pcnchant f i rr  thc rrtrstrrrct rrncl thcorct icel,  l rrr l  i ts bv

The New York Psychoanalytic Institute

Psychoa n a lytic Treatment

at Affordable Rates

To Arrange for a Consultation

Contact Ms. Mary Hodes

The Treatment Center 0f the Institute will offer psychoana-
lytlc treatment at affordable fees for those who can bene-
fit. Psychoanalysis is a form of talk therapy that is appro-
priate for a person who is having emotional problems or

difficulties in relationships and is able to devote the time
to seriously understanding themselves and the s0urce of

their problems. The treatment is conducted in private
offices of experienced clinicians at a fee based on

the person's income.
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r-rorv finriliar tcchniqr.rcs ofdisruption. Somc of tl.rcsc y()un[4cr

;rt .rcts havc rcsistcd t l tc lvlnt-gardc labcl,  lncl sornc hlvc
al lowcd l lrcatcr l larrat ivc cohcrcncc lnd lyr icism r() crccp
into thcir lvork. l lut thcy rtrc no f icer f ionr thc pnrblcurs
poscd by inst i tr .r t ional izat ion, rs many crnblrk ou :.rclcicntic
carccrs ;urd bcgin to rvrcst le with thc cornpronrises thirt
cornc  w i th  HrcJ tc r  rccogr r i t io r r .

"Publication-is thc Ar-rct ion / Of thc Mincl of 'Mrn,"
L,nri ly I) ickrnsou wr()tc in 1863. OaLrght bers,ce n I clcsirc
t() rcl l l i l l l t  lut() l lont()trs rurcl I  vcrrning to bc hclrcl ,  thc best

1'rocts lvi l l  alrvays bc lnrbivalcnt rrbout inst i tr .r t ions. l l i r t  u, i th-
drlrval is n()t  l ikcly to [rc I  s:rt islying or pr]ct ict l  solrrt ion.
" l  don't  think vorr losc cri t icr l  f i rrrct ion by puLrl ishiug books
()r l)) /  tcrcl1in1i," 13crrrstcin srys, "but r l thcr br,,  n,htrt  yot l
511,, arrcl nrhLrt yov tclrch." For hint,  "ncithcr lrngLrrigc nor
r.rnivcrsit ics l lc prisorr houscs, [r lr t  yorr c:rn rnrrkc thcrl  so;
rncl 1,1;11 ci l l l  als() lrc l i r i lccl." As Jolrn Ashbcry put i t  rvhcu
hc u,rrs n y()ultg, lvi lnt- l i l rdc rvri tcr barcly noticccl [ . l \ '  rrr. t i r .r-
strcrrnr inst i tut ions, "thc acaclcmy of ' thc f ir trrrc is /  Opcning
its cloors." Whlt hlppcns ()n t l lc othcr siclc of ' thosc t loors
rcrnl ins ln Ltnrcsolvccl qucsti() l tr  bnt onc thlt  r t tost pocts
e :u)n( ) t  ig r ro rc  fo r  iong .

Andrew Epstein recently completed a dissertat ion at Colum-
bia University on individual ism and fr iendship in twentieth-
century American poetry. His essays and poems have appeared
in Raritan , Verse, Notre Dame Review, and American Book
Review, and he is currently teaching at Barnard College.

The Treatment Center of Jerusalem Delivered
Gerusalemme liberata
Tonc2uar() TASS()
Ecli teci rnd lr :rnshrtcl by Ar.rthony M. Esolen

"Esolcrr ls  t r l t rs lutrorr  of  
' l - rsso 

is  u

l l (  l l Lu r ( '  t t r l t ' l l t ' ,  t r r . r l  , l r r l  poq .111 '
rchtcvcrrrcrr t . ' l  l rc  : rccorrrprrryrng

sclro ler ly  a l rpanrtr rs rnrkcs th is thc

rrrost  v l luatr lc  ct l i t rotr  o l - ' l ' lsso

evaihble.  Esolcrr  has thor, rght

throtrgh wi th c l rc rv l r r t  rcudcrs

ncccl to rnake thcir way through the
tr t t r r re r rs i ty  of- thc p,rcrrr  " -TI  to ivr , ls

I l  l { o r : r r r , ,  P l r r N r  r , r o N  L l t N r , r r s r  r y

"Eso l c r r  r v r t t i l y  c r l l s ' [ ' r r s so ' : r  k i r r t l  o t -

Oaraveggro ofpoctry ' .  .  .  I  r ,v : rs up
$,c l l  1 l . rst  r r r r t lnrght  scver l r l  nrghts r r r
r rorv, tcve rrslily rc:rchrrg Esolcn'.s wondertul trJllslf,tlorl, swcpt
. r lorrg by 

- I : rssols 
storrcs r r rc l  Es, l lcnls : rccorrrp l ishcd rnd f ; rst -

lnovlng versc."-ANt ; t r t  w I  lut ; t ; t ls ,  / \ ! l  i l  t ( ) l {  or  8.  t l ) t .o. r  r . r  . . l

/ . - t t  n s o  A t , t t , t <  t t t t ,  I t t . s t W . . t p

$22.50 pepcrbeck
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Jolrns I lopkins Urrivcrsity Press
I -800-537-5487 . rvwwprcss. jhu.cdu

212.879.6900


